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NATURE or THE HUMAN BODY, 


AND THAT 


Bibo RESPECT and VENERATION 


ſhewn toit, AFTER DEATH, among all er 
ple and Nations whatſoever: 


In Cons GENE of which, 
ON T H E 


GROWING. EVIL. 


Of PROFANING and-DEFILING 


KIRKS, and KIRK- YARDS, 
And other BURYING-GROUNDS. : 


Occaſionally interſperſed with ſeveral] Thoughts; little re- 
garded now-a- days, though important and mann 


THE WHOLE 


Intended, for aſſiſting the Judgment, and awakening the Attenti- 
on, of all true SCoTSMEN, to guard the Sepulchres of their 
Forefathers, with Vigilaace and Cate, againſt all i impious At- 
"nous of Wu and Pollution, particularly AvitnatioN, 
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By a ruling Elder of hs Church of Scotland. 
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And Jacob ſet a pillar upon her grave : that is the pillar on 
Rachel's grave unto this day, Gen. Xxxxv. 20. ; 
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And they told David, W That 
they that buried Saul And David ſent meſſengers unto the 
men of Fabe/h+ Gilead. and ſaid unto them, Bleſſed be ye of the 
Lord, that ye have ſhewed this kindneſs unto your lord, even 
unto Saul, and have buried bim. And now the Lord ſhew 
kindneſs and truth unto you : And I will alſo reguite you this 
kindne/t, becauſe ye have done this thing, 2 Sam. ii. 4. 5. 6. 

Behold therefore, I will gather thee unto thy fathers, and thou 
ſhalt be gathered into thy grave in peace, 2 Kings xxii. 20. 

Why ſhould nat my- countenance be ſad when the city, the place of 
y fathers ſepulchres lieth avaſie ? Nehem ii 3. 

And the ſon of David, King Solomon, ſaid, If a man beget an 
hundred children, and live many years, ſo that the days of his 
years be. many, and his ſoul be not filled with good, and alſo 
that he have no burial ; I ſay, that an untimely birth is better 
than he, Eccleſ. vi 3. 

And he ſaid unto me, Sou of man, Can theſe bones live? And I 
anſwered, G Lord God, thou knoweſt, Ezek. xxxvii. 3. 

It is ſown in corruption, it is raiſed in intorruption, It is ſown 
in diſbonour, it is raiſed in glory. It is ſown in weakneſs, it 
ir rai/:d in power, 1 Cor. xv. 42. 43. 
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To the READ E R. 


I compiliug the following Ess Av, ſeveral authors, 

antient and modern, have been freely conſulted 
and their expreſſions as freely uſed. The author, if 
defective in his arguments, or injudicious in the infe- 
rences from them, heartily ſubmits to the kindneſs of 
better information, and will ſtand corrected; wiſhfully 
deſirous, that ſome able pen may completely finiſh 
what he has imperfectly begun. The reader is in- 
vited to peruſe with a critic's eye; and, it is not doubt- 
ed, he will be candid in his interpretations. Having 
no ſelf-intereſt in view, nothing to hope, and nothing 
to fear, the whole is thrown at the feet, and humbly 
ſubmitted to the judgment, of the public; whoſe 
good is ſincerely, though poorly, aimed at by this 
publication.----Ler every one lay his hand upon his 
heart, think well, take advice, and ſpeak his mind 
without hedge or reſerve, 
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ſmall performance, it is neceſſary to obviate an old 
vulgar error, that had gone out into the world, 


and to clear up the truth of a doctrine, very little at- 


tended to in this our boaſted age of light and liberty. 
The antient philoſophers, who dreamed of a ſtare of 


pre- exiſtence of ſouls, imagined and aſſerted, that the 
body of man is a thing adventitious to the ſoul, a priſon 


fitted only to its degenerate ſtate. This opinion, ſa 
very derogatory to the nature of man, has been a- 


dopted by too many in latter ages, even Chriſtians not 


15 


excepted, who, had they conſulted only ſome of the 
plaineſt paſſages in their Bibles, might have eſcaped the 
ſpare. For, certain it is, that the body is ſo far from 
being adventitious to the ſoul, or a thing ſuperinduced, 
that, on the contrary, it is an eſſential, conſtituent part 
of that compounded being called Man; as the holy 
ſcriptures expreſly declare, that the body had the firſt, 
and the ſoul the ſecond place in the creation or for- 
mation of man, ſo that the body was made before the 
foul. Gen. i. 26. Let us, (ſaid the ever-blefled THREE 
IN ONE AND ONE IN THREE) Make man in 0ur image, 
after our likeneſs, Which text is fully and clearly ex- 
plained, chap. ii. ver. 7. where we find it recorded, 
that the body was firſt created, and then the ſoul, in 
theſe words, And the Lord God formed man of the 
duſt of the ground, and breathed into his noſtrils the 
breath of life : and man became a living ſoul. To be 


2 little more particular upon this text; Is it not very 


remarkable, that even the body alone is here called 


Man, before it was endowed with a ſoul? as it was 


3 the body only that was formed of the duſt of the ground, 
1 and yet it is called Man. Into whoſe noſtrils did the 
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Lo xD God breathe the breath of life? even into the 
noſtrils of that body, named Man. And, then, and 
not till then, man, | the body] became a living ſoul, or, 
a fit habitation for the ſoul to dwell in. Every one 
will eaſily underſtand, that the houſe muſt be built 
and finiſhed, before one can enter into ft, and dwell 
in it.] would be aſhamed to inſiſt thus minutely up- 
on ſo very plain a point, but that the inattention of 
many calls loudly for it.---Mean time, I defire not to 


be miſtaken in this matter, as if I meant the body two 


be the chief part of man: No; far from it. My plain 

neaning is this; that though the ſoul be the principal, 
and indeed the 'moſt excellent, part, yet the body alſo 
is one conſtituent and eſſential, though inferiour, part 
of man, thus proceeding from the hands of his Cre- 
ators, as they are expreſly called in the original, Eccleſ. 
xii. 1. Remember now thy CREATORS in the days of © 
thy youth, 

Moſt excellently does an antient author of the Chri- 
ſtian church, Juſtin Martyr, reaſon upon this topic. 
He flouriſhed about the year of Chriſt,” 132, as he 
preſented his firſt apology for the Chriſtians in 140, 
and ſuffered martyrdom for the faith at Rome in 163. 
His words are theſe, and may be the words of every 
true Chriſtian, © What is man, ſays he, but a rati- 
« anal animal conſiſting of ſoul and body? Is then 
« the ſoul by itſelf alone the man? No; it is only the 
« ſoul of the man. May the body then be called the 
„man? No; it can only be called the body of man. 
« If then neither of theſe. ſeparately, be the man, 
« that only which conſiſts of the union of both can be 
* called the man.“ Frag. de Reſur. ap. Grab. Spicil. 
Patr. Secul. 2. p. 188. 

This point being eſtabliſhed, one, with all ſubmiſ- 
ſian, may argue thus : Seeing the body, from its ori- 
gina! make, is an eſſential and conſtituent part of Wk. 
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ME 
hence proceeded that ſingular reſpect and veneratioti, 
ſhewn to the bodies of human creatures after death, 


among all people and nations, whether Patriarchal, 


Judaical, Heathen, or Chriſtian, in their decent; coſt- 
ly and religious interment of them. 

As to the Patriarchal ſtate, we have abundant teſ- 
timony from the moſt ancient records in the world, 
the books of Moſes; by which we find, that their 
funerals' were performed, and their ſepulchres pro- 
vided, with an officious piety, and ſometimes-at no 
ſmall expence. In the 23d chapter of Geneſis, we 
have the beautiful, intereſting hiſtory of Abraham's 
ſoliciting the people where he ſojourned for a burying- 
place to his boſom-friend, With what earneſtneſs 
and afliduity did the Father of the faithful humbly 
make his addreſſes to the children of Heth, for a grave 
to the remains of his beloved Sarah? The words are 
marked with a noble ſimplicity, and contain the ardent 
breathings of a pious ſoul. And Abraham /toed up 
from before his dead, and ſpake unto the ſons of Heth, 
faying, I am a ſtranger and ſojourner with you : Give 
me a poſſeſſion of a burying place with you, that I may 
bury my dead out of my jight.---It is worth remarking 
here, that theſe children of Heth were the deſcend- 
ants of the curſed Ham, and a warlike gigantic peo- 
ple, for of them were the Anakims; and yet they 
made a moſt generous and humane return to the 
mournful husband, and, moreover, had ſepulchres ſo 
very capacious, that they could ſpare others a ſhare 
of them. And the children of Heth anſwered Abraham, 
ſaying unto him, Hear us, my lord, thou art a mighty 
prince, or, a prince of God, as the margin has it, a- 
mongſt us, in the choice of our ſepulchres bury thy dead: 


I None of us ſhall withhold from thee his ſepulchre, but 


that thou mayeſi bury thy dead.---But Abraham hum- 
bly and thanktully refuſed to accept of the a 
an 


©. 
aud ſeaſonable preſent, now offered him, well know: 
ing, that the way to ſecure a poſſeſſion or property in 
any thing, is by purchaſe only; and therefore, he 
muſt needs buy the cave, or vault, of Machpelah, as 
he would by no means have it for that which coſt him 
nothing. Accordingly, a bargain was ſtruck, and 
Abraham paid unto the proprietor, Ephron, four 
hundred fhekels of ſilver, amounting to about fifty F* 
pounds Sterling of our money, as Joſephus reckons of 
the ſhekel at half an ounce, that is, much about our 


half-crown. A round ſum, may fome ſmart wits ſay, 
: "th * * : | * of 
for a grave to an old wife! but ſo thought not the 


good Abraham. Nay, it was deem'd a kindly and 
low price; as may be gathered from the words of 
Ephron. Nhat is that between thee and me? ſaid ne, 
bury therefore thy dead.----There is one expreſſion in 
this chapter, which merits particular notice, as it is 
repeatedly uſed, and the ſacred oracles never deal in 
vain repetitions. In ver. 17. we are told, that the 
burying- ground was made ſure unto Abraham, and 
the ſame is told us in ver: 20. In the firſt inſtance, 
the ſepulchre was made fure by Abraham's paying 
down the price, current money with the merchant, be- 8 
fore all he inabitants of the city, as witneſſes of the © 
| bargain. In the ſecond, the ſame expreſſion is re- 
peated, becauſe the purchaſe was finally confirmed by 
his depoſiting the body of Sarah in the cave, which 
| was a taking actual poſſeſſion, or, as we call it, in- 
Feoſtment, of the ground. Several other uſeful re- 
flections might be made from this portion of holy 
writ; but I chooſe not to be tedious, and therefore 
muſt leave any farther improvements to the ingenuity 
of the reader, Mean time, I cannot forbear expref- 
ſing my wiſhes, that every husband would attentively _* 
ſtudy this ſame chapter, and learn from father Abra= 7 
ham a leſſon of conjugal affection, and of heart-feel> | 
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REO 1] Ig 
lug tenderneſs, for a good and a virtuous wife, one 
of the chief bleſſings on this fide the grave. 

lu the ſame lepulchre was Abraham buried by his 
two fons Iſaac and Iſhmael, Gen. xxv. 9. 10.,----And, 
doubtleſs, Iſaac was interred likewiſe in the ſame cave, 
by his two ſoas, Elau and Jacob, Gen. xxxv. 27. 28. 29. 
---xlix, ver. 31. - But this is not all that can be ſaid 
upon the ſubject. It was uſual for parents to take 
an oath of their children, which they religiouſly per- 
formed, that they ſhould bury them with their fa- 
thers, and even carry their bones with them, when- 
ever they ſhould quit the land where they were ſo- 
journing. For proof of this let us turn over to Gen. 
x]vii. 29. 30. 31. And the time drew nigh, that Iſrael 
muſt die; and he called his ſon Joſeph, and ſaid unte 
him, If now' 1 have found grace in thy fight, pit, / 
pray thee, thy hand under my thigh, [a token of ho- 
mage and ſubjection] and deal kindly and truly with 
me: Bury me not, I pray thee, in Egypt; but F<oill 
lie with my fathers, and thou ſhalt carry me out of 
Egypt, and bury me in their burying-place : And be 


aid, I will do as thou haſt ſaid. And he ſaid, Swear 


unto me: And he fware unto him. And Iſrael bowed 
himſelf upon the bed's head,; that is to ſay, in devotion 
to God.----Yea, ſo very earneſt was Jacob in this his 
laſt requeſt, that, when he was bleſſing his ſons, he 
renewed his charge to them with greater preciſion, 
pointing out the ancienc burying-ground, and the 
purchating thereof, in theſe words, Gen. xlix. 29. to 
the end; And he charged them, and ſaid unto them, 
7 am to be gathered unto my people : Bury me with my 
fathers, in the cave that is in the jield of Ephron the 
Hittite ; in the cave that is in the jield of Machpelah, 
which 1s before Mamre, in the land of Canaan, which 
Abraham bought, with the field of Ephron the Hittite, 


for a poſſeſſion of a burying-place. ¶ There they buried 


Abraham and Sarah his wife, and there they buried 
B {acc 
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Tſaac and Rebekah, and there I buried Leah.) T he 
purchaſe of the field, and of the cave, that is therein, 
was from the children of Heth. And when Jacob had 
made an end of commanding his ſons, he gathered up his 
feet into the bed, and yielded up the ghoſt, and was ga- 
thered unto his . ----Be it remarked, by the bye, 
that in chap. xlviii. ver. 2: it is ſaid, that Mael ſtreng th- 
ened himſelf, and ſat upon the bed; which he ſeems to 
have done as upon a ſeat of judicature or authority : 

And whether or not a common expreſſion in a neigh- 
bouring nation, v72, 4 bed of juſtice, be derived from 
this ancient pattern, let the learned and curious deter- 


mine. Then it is faid. as above, that He gathered up 


his feet into the bed,; meaning, his entire reſignation 
to the call of God, or, as if he expired, at his own 
will, even as Chriſt did, a type of whom he was. 
According to the oath of Joſeph, ſo it was perform- 
ed. Pharaoh frankly con ſented to his fulfilling it, 
though he might have pretended important buſineſs 
to have detained Joſeph irom any ſuch journey, as he 
was prime miniſter in Egypt. So ſacred was the fe- 
gard, which this Heathen king entertained for the 
religion of an oach even in another man, that he could 
not think of his violating it for his fake ; which Chri- 
ſtian kings and princes, who play faſt and looſe with 
their own oaths, would do well to conſider and lay to 
heart. Gen. l. 5. 6. | 
Joſeph imitated the example of his father with an 
improvement upon it; for DE took an oath, not only 
of his brethren, but likewiſe of all their families, to 
carry up his bones to the antient burying-ground. And 
Foſeph ſaid unto his brethren, I die: And God will 
Surely viſit you, and bring you out of this land, unto 
the land which he ftyare to Abraham, to Iſaac, and to 
Jacob. And wb ph tors an oath of the children of 1/- 
rael, ſaying, God will ſurely viſit you, and ye ſhall car- 
ry up my bones from * Gen. |. 24-25 . ſo very 
na- 
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natural, and worthy of imitation, is it, to deſire to be 
buried with our forefathers.--- A Moſes took the bones 
of Joſeph with him: [about 144 years after his death ] 


for he had ſtraitly ſworn the children Iſi ael, ſaying, 


God will ſurely viſit you. and ye ſhall carry up my boues 
away hence with you. Exod. xiii. 19 r 4nd the bones 
of Jojeph, which the chilaren of 1frael brought up 
out of Egypt, buried they in Shechem, in a parcel of 
ground which Faceh bought of the fons of Humor the fa- 
ther of Shechem, for an hundred pieces of filver, and it 
became the inheritance cf the children of Foſeph ; Joſh. 
xxiv. 32. They thought proper to bury Joſeph in 
that portion of land, which his father Jacob had giv- 
en him, (ſee Gen. xlyiii. 22. compared with chap, 
xxXiti. 19. and John iy, 5.) as his perſonal property, 
rather than in the cave of Machpelah, which, per- 
haps, might not be large enough to contain all the 
bodies that were at the ſame time brought up out of 
the land of Egypt. For, though we are not told what 
became of Joſeph's brethren and kindred, who died 
in Egypt, yet, without doubt, their bodies were car- 
ried into the land of Canaan, to be buried there, as 
they would have the ſame defire, and give the ſame 
charge concerning their bodies. And, indeed, a tra- 
dition prevailed among the Jews, that they were all 
carried thither with the bones of that great man, Jo- 
ſeph: which is confirmed by the words in Acts vii. 1 5. 
16. So Jacob went down into Egypt, and died, he and 
cur fathers, and were carried over into Sychem, and 
laid in the ſepulchre that Abraham bought for a ſum of 
money f the ſons of Emmor the father of Sychem.--- 
This as to the Patriarchal people. 

Come we now to the [ſraelitiſh and Judaical nation, 
where we will find ſome ſtrong and pointed proofs of 
that ſingular reſpect and veneration ſhewn to the bodies 
of mankind after death; of that natural and commend- 
able deſire, which people entertain for being buried 
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( 42 ) 
in the ſepulchre of their anceſtors, or in that of loms 
dear friend; and of the want of burial denounced a- 
gainſt w. icked men as a curfe and heavy judgment up- 
on them, even after death: which laſt particular mult 
ſtrengthen the argument greatly. 

With what a firong affcction, back'd by a ſolemn 
imprecation upon hericlt, docs Ruth declare her reſo- 
lutioa, that even death itlelf ſhould not wholly make 
a ſeparation between her and Naomi; for that ſhe 
would be buried in the fame grave with her? V Here 
thou dieſt will T ate, and there will T be buried; the 
LORD da fo to me, and niore a jo, if ought but death 
part thee and mg; chap i. 17. 


Leſt all other reaſons ſhould not prevail, how cars. 


veſtly does good old Barzillai beſeech King David not 
to preſs him to go further; but ſuffer him to enjoy 
that which all mankind, particularly old men, natu- 
rally deſire; to die in the place where they have lived; 

and to be buried with their anceſtors? And that there 
might · be no appearance of rudenefs in reſfuſing the 
king's gracious offer, he requeſts him co tranſlate his 
l:indneſs to his ſon, and beſtow upon him what he 
pleaſed.” The loy alty and aſſection which the old fa- 
ther ſhews to David, is truly admirable. He adher- 
ed to him in his loweſt ellate, and provided him and 
his army with ſuſtenance; yer now reſuſes any other 
recompence of his great and faithful ſervices, but the 
Pleaſure and ſatisſaction of having done his duty. He 
only begs leave to retire, that he miy die at home. 


Let thy ſervant, J pray thee, turn back again, that I 


may die in my avon ciſy, and be burted by the grave of 


my fatber and of my mother: But, behold thy ſervant 
Chinham, let him go over with my lord the Kg, 
and do unto bin what fall ſeem g good unto thee ; 
2 Sam. xix. 37. | EF 

Rizpah i is a remarkable inſtance of matarea) afſeQi- 
on and reverence for = — her love toher child ren 
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61 
grad ues the ame even after death ---Their decke 
v-hich are now no more than the miſerable remains o 
5 ſhameful death, yet are guarded with the fame watchful 
care, as he had expreſſed towards them in life. How 
notable, and well worthy of "imitation is the exam- 
ple! And R. 2 the daughter of Aiah took ſackcloth, 
and fpread it for her upon the rock, from the beginnin 5 
karve/t until water dropped upon thein out of heave 
and ſuffered neither the birds cf the air to reſt on then 
by ay, nor the beaſts of the fu eld by 1 night. - Sam. 
i. 18. | 
Moreover, when David heard of the pious reſpects 
of Rizpah towards the dead, he was not only pleaſed 
with the action, but thought it an example worthy cf 
imitation.” Therefore, he gave directions for taking 
the bones of Saul ard Jonathan, as well as the bones 
of them that were hanged, and burying them in the 
ſepulchre of their anceſtors, ---Ard, by the immediate 
remark which follows, that, Aſter this God was in- 
treated for the land, it ſeems plainly intimated to us, 
that God approved theſe honours which” were done to 
the dead: That, therefore, the place and manner of 
our burial is not ſo wholly indifferent, as our modern 
ſceptics pretend. The light of grace, as well as na- 
ture, ſhews, in this jnſtance, and likewiſe in that of 
Jacob, Joſeph, and others, as already repreſented, that 
to be buried near our friends, yea, to be decently buri- 
cd, is a thing lawfully defirable ; and that an honourable 
interment is a 1eal act of kindyeſs to the dead, and 
highly acceptable unto God. And it was told Da- 
pid what Rizpah the daughter of Aiah, Saul's concu- 
bine, had done. And David went, and tcok the bones 
of Saul, and the benes of Jonathan his ſun, from the men 
of Zabeſh-gilead, who had ſtolen them from the ſtreet 
Beth os. where the Philiſtines had hanged them, 
when the Phitiſlines had ſlain Saul in Gilboa, And 
de brought up from thence the bones of Saul, and 
(+ » * | | the 
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the bones of Fonathan his ſon; and they gathered the 
bones of them that were hanged. And the bones of Saul 


and Jonathan his fon, buried they in the country of 


Benjamin in Zelah, in the ſepulchre of Kiſh his father; 
and they performed all that the king commanded: and, 
after that God was intreated for the land; 2 Sam. 
xxi. 11. 12. 13. 14. 

An old ſeducer of a prophet could manifeſt ſo much 
faith and courage, as to fetch the carcaſe of the pro- 
phet, whom he had deceived, from the lion; fo much 
piety and compaſſion, as to weep for the man of God, 
and to inter him in his own ſepulchre; ſo much love, 
as to wiſh himſelf joined in death to that body, whoſe 
death he had procured; for few men are ſo abſolutely 
wicked, as not to ſhew ſome marks of grace, ſome 
tokens of humanity. And be went and found his car- 
caſe caſt in the way, and the aſs and the lion ſtanding by 
the carcaſe: the lion had not eaten the carcaſe, nor torn the 
aſs. And the prophet took up the carcaſe of the man of God, 
and laid it upon the aſi, and brought it back and the old pro- 
phet came to the city, to mourn, and to bury him, And he 
laid his carcaſe in his own grave, and they mourned over him, 
ſaying, alas, my brother. And it came to paſs after he had 
buried him, that he ſpake to his ſons, ſaying, When I am dead, 
then bury me in the ſepulchre, wherein the man of God is bus 
ried ; lay my bones beſide his bones ; i Kings xiti. 28. 29. 30-31 

The impious Jehu, though he had given orders 
for the caſting down of Jezebel, out of her own win- 
dow, into the ſtreet, and had trampled her under foot. 
with his horſes, yer, he likewiſe gives orders to go 
and take care of the body of this cur/ed woman, and to 
ſee it decently buried, as /he was a king's daughter. 
She was alſo the wife, and the mother, of a king, 
which, perhaps, moved him to have this regard to 
her remains, as all men naturally haye to royal dignity. 
Aud he faid, Throw her down, So they threw her down ; and 
fome of her blood was ſpfinkled on the wall, and on the horſes : 
and he trode ber under foot. And when be was come in, he did eat 
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and drink, and ſaid, Go, ſer now this curſed uoinan, and bu- 
ry her: for ſhe is a king's daughter; 2 Kings ix. 33. 34. 

The Hebrews looked upon the lying neglected, 
without any interment, as a great judgment, which is 
a thing very well known, and can be eſtabliſhed by 
many proofs; but let one ſuffice from Solomon, the 
wiſeſt of kings and men, and made ſo by experience. 
He pronounces, that an abortive, which came into the 
world before its time, is not ſo deſpicable as that man, 
who, though he enjoys ſome of the greateſt worldly 
bleſſings, ſuch as, a numerous offspring, and ſuch firm 
health, that he lives to a great age, and the days of 
his years be abundantly ſufficient, inſomuch that he 
cannot reaſonably expect, or deſire more, yet, is de- 
prived of a decent funeral. If a man beget an hundred 


children, and live many years, ſo that the days of his years be 
many, and his ſoul be not filled with good, and alſo that be 
have no burial, I ſay, that an untimely birth is better than he 


Eccleſ. vi 3. 

Leet us here awaken our attention, and ſeriouſly con- 
ſider the puniſhment denounced by God himſelf againſt 
that idolatrous and oppreſſive king, Jehoiakim, a pu- 
niſhment, that could not take place till after his deceaſe. 
Therefore, thus ſaith the LO R concerning Fehoiakim, the 
fon of Foſtah, king of Judah, they ſhall not lament for him, 
ſaying, Ab, my brother, or, Ab, ſiſter they ſhall not lament 
for him ſaying, Ah lord, or, Ab, his glory. He ſhall be 
buried with the burial of an aſs, drawn, and caſt forth beyond 
the gates of Feruſalem; Jer. xxii. 18. 19. 

Our modern free-thinkers may, if they pleaſe, de- 
ride ſuch a puniſhment as this, and count it of no con- 
cern, or ſignification, to the party deceaſed, becauſe 
the body is quite inſenfible, and cannot feel what is 
done to it after death. But it is plain from this, and 
other parts of ſcripture, that what the body ſuffers af- 
ter death, although it be inſenſible, is not an indiffe- 
rent thing to the perſon it belongs to. It appears, 


from many paſſages in holy writ, and was conſonant 
| to 
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to the ſentiments of heathen antiquity, that mournt 
ing and lamentation for the death of triends, as well 
decent funerals, was not only a cuſtom agreeable to 
the dictates both of reaſon and religion; but that the 
want of ſuch funeral rites and mourving, was ac- 
counted ſome diminution, at leaſt, of the deceaſcd 
perſon's repoſe and happineſs; if not a real diſquier.--- 
That this was agreeable to the heathen theology ſhall 
be made evident in- its proper place. But the paſſages 
in ſcripture, beſides this, now under conſideration, are 
very numerous and expreſs, where the want of burial, 
when threatened, or inflifted, is repreſented as a curie 
and heavy judgment; which it could not be to che de- 
ceaſed, if the departed ſpirit were not ſenſible of, nay, 
were it not deeply affected with, the indignity ſhewn 
to the body, 

To good men, indeed, this could be no grief, be- 
cauſe they know, whatever diſhonour the body ſuffers 
in life, or after death, it will be raiſed in glory. Bur 
the wicked, who have not that hope, cannot but locl: 
on the contempt, or indignities, offered to their bo- 
dies, as the earneſt, or prelude, of thoſe ſufferings, 
which their bodies alſo {hall be conſigued to, when 
they are raiſed again at the laſt day. "Beſides, as all 
ſenſe of the body, and root of perception, is in the 
ſoul, who knows what immediate ſenſation the ſoul 
hath of the inſults, or injuries, offered to its body, e- 


ven after death, and after all its organs of ſenſe are 


broken and deſtroyed 2——That this ſenſe of pain may 
remain in the ſoul (ar leaſt by way of puniſhment 19 
an ill man, who had placed all his happineſs in his bo- 
dily ſenſes and appetites) ſeems not improbable, from 
that known inſtance, that a perſon, whoſe leg hath 
been ut off, ſhall fometimes feel a pain in the foot, 
or a toe, of that very leg. And, methinks, the ap- 


prehenſion of this ſenſation of bodily pain after death, 


ſhould greatly alarm all carnal perſons, who too freely 
indulge 


"$2. 0 
indulge the pleaſures of ſenſe; it being, in effect, no 
other than ſtalling and feeding their bodies againſt the 
day of ſlaughter, 

It is worth our remarking here, that this ſame de- 
nunciation is repeated by the tame prophet with a va- 
riety of expreſſions; and therefore, methinks, it well 
becomes any one to inſiſt upon it ſtill a little more 
particularly in imitation of fo laudable and divine an 
example, with ſome variety of expreſſion, in order, if 
poſſible, to make it have the deeper impreſſion upon 
the minds of rational embodied creatures. | 

In chap. xxxvi. ver. 30. we have theſe alarming 
words offered to our meditation, Thereiore. hits ſaith 
the LORD, of fehoiakim, king of Judah, be ſhall have none 
to ſit upon the thr ne of David, and his dead body ſhall be caſt 
out in the day to the heat. and in the night io the froſt. 
Allow me here to expreſs myſelt with ſome degree 
of emotion. Alas! that thoſe who call themſelves 
Chriſtians, and believe their Bible to be the word of 
God, can read the very plaineſt and moſt open texts 
in it, and yet not make the neceſſary and obvious re- 


flections from them. For, if we reflect, with any de- 


gree of attention, on theſe repeated threatnings of God 
againſt Jehoiakim for his impious malice to God's 
written word, that hi body ſhould be caſt ont in the day to 
the heat, and in the night ti the froſt. that is, be deprived 
of burial; or, as above expreſſed (chap. xxii.) be 


buried with the burial of an aß, drawn and caſt forth be- 


yord the gates of Jeruſalem, without any lamentation for 
him, or the leaſt funeral ſolemnity; we may be afſurs 
ed, that the treatment our bodies ſhall meet with, at- 
ter death, is not ſo indifferent a thing, as our modern 
ſceptics pretend. Caſt it, ſay they, where you pleaſe; 
a ditch, a dunghill, a grave; it matters not.----Bur 
here God himſelf denounces this very caſe, as a juds- 
ment, which ſhould befal this wicked king, for one 


of the moſt enormous crimes, the cutting in pieces the 
C : roll, 
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roll, which conveyed. God's meſſage to him, and burn. 
ing it in the fire, ver. 23.; that, after his deceaſe, his 
body ſhould be deprived of burial, and Jie expoſed to e 
the heat by day, and to the froſt by night. It is true, ( 
as already obſerved, the body, when dead, is not ſenſi- 
ble of ſuch indignities; but what muſt neceſſarily be in- 
ferred, is, That the ſoul, in which exiſted all the prin- 
ciples of life and ſenſe, ſurvives the body, and con- 4 
ſequently is affected with whatever is inflicted upon Fl 
it, when it comes as a judgment from God; it being 
an earneſt of thoſe future torments, which it ſhall be 
dooined to undergo after its reſurrection. The ſoul, 
which, in life, had placed its chief happineſs in the 
pleaſures and gratifications of ſenſe, and knows it 
muſt be united to the body again, cannot but look on 
theſe beginnings of ſorrow, and tokens of divine ven- 
geance againſt it, with infinite horror and concern. 

As for any indignities offered to the body after 
death, if they happen in the cauſe of God, and for 
his ſake, it is not to be doubted, but that it will be 
rather cauſe of joy to the ſoul; becauſe a bleſſing is 
promiſed to all that ſuſſer, and are perſecuted for 
righteouſneſs ſake; and that therefore, when this cor- 
ruptible ſhall have put n incurription, and this mortal hath put 
o immortality, the body {hall receive a greater and more 
exceeding weight of glory, for whatever it ſhall have 
endured for the ſake of God and his truth. 

It may teach us allo the reverence that is due to al 0 
human bodies when dead, cſpecially of Chriſtians; 4 
whoſe bodies were dedicated, in baptiſm, to God, and 1 
were made the temples of the Holy Ghoſt; 1 Cor. iii. 4 
16. 17.---vi. 19. fo that they are no longer ours, but F 


his, who purchaſed them with his blood, and ſanctifi- . 9 
ed them with his Spirit. Whoſoever, therefore, defiles d 
theſe temples, while living, by fins of uncleanneſs, or, | 


after death ſhall abuſe them, by any indignity, or con- 
temptuous uſage, him ſhali God deſtroy. *Tis a moſt hei- 
| nous 
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nous ſacrilege, a profanation, which nature itſelf abhors, 
and the word of God moſt evidently condemns. We 
may therefore moſt aſſuredly conclude, that ſuch ſen- 
timents as too many now. a- days expreſs in contempt 
of the body, when deceaſed, are not only rath and in- 
conſiderate, but highly impious, and no ſmall mark of 
infidelity, and a profane ſpirit. As it was for cutting in 
pieces, and burning, the word of God in the fire, for 
which this judgment was denounced againſt Jehoiakim 
by God himſelf, let all ſuch, as have at any time im- 
piouſly thrown copies of the Bible into the flames, 
and burnt them to aſhes, thiuk deeply on this, ſtand 
in awe, and fear. 

But there was till a ſtronger reaſon, and much 
bigher conſideration, for that ſingular reſpect and ve- 
neration entertained by the Patriarchs, Iſraelites and 
Jews for the body after death, and the great care they 
had for its decent interment, and that was, in view 
of the reſurrection from the dead; inſomuch, that it 


was the HopE of Hfrael. As this is a ſubject not well 


underſtood, and even oppoſed by ſome of no mean 
figure in the republic of letters, I think, it may be 
of uſe, to give a plaia and particular account of it, not 
only in purſuance of my argument, but likewiſe, that, 
when we read the ſcriptures, or hear them read, we 
may know the better what is clearly contained in 
them upon this moſt important article. 

When the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles, on his 
being perſecuted by the Jews, in the manner we are 
informed in the xxi. and following chapters of the 
Acts of the Apoſtles, had appealed from the pro- 
vincial governor of Judea to the tribunal of Cæſar 
at Rome, and was brought thither to take his trial; 
three days after his arrival, he called together the 
chiefs of his nation reſiding in that imperial capital, 
to lay before them the goodneſs of his cauſe and in- 
nocency of his intentions; acquain'ing them, that he 
| N , C2 was 
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was not come with deſign to lodge any plaint or ac- 
cuſacion againſt his countrymen, but had, by the vi- 
olence and unreaſonableneſs of his proſecutors, been 
conſtrained, in his own defence, to appeal unto Cœ- 
ſar; he having committed nothing againſt the people 
or cuſthms of their fathers; only for aſſerting the 
Hoes of Iſiael, was he bound with that chain. For 


this cauſe. (aid he, have I called for you, to ſee you, and 
20 ſpeak with you + becanſe that for the HOPE of Iſrael 
J am bound with this chain; Acts xxviil, 20. 

Now, that Hops f ſrael was eminently the Hoes 
of the reſurrection from the dead. For ſo, the a- 
poſtle witneſſeth of himſelf and his affair, that this 
was the thing, for which he had been accuſed of the 

ews, and was at that time detained priſoner at Rome, 
Of the HOPE of the reſurrection of the dead, he cried out be- 
fore the high "oy ieſt and the council, am I called in queſtion, 
Acts xxii. 
Thus ha he plead again to Felix, that the council and 


people of the Fews had nothing to lay to his charge, except it 


were for this one voice, that he cried among ih en Touching 
the reſurrection of the dead am I called in queſtion by you this 
day: chap. xxiv. 21. 

And yet again, before King Agrippa and Feſtus, 
I ſtand, and am judged for the HOPE of the promiſe 
made of God unto the fathers. Unto which promiſe our twelve 
zribes, inſtantly ſerving God day and night, hope to come 
for which HOPE ſake, King Agrippa, 1 am accuſed of the 
Fews. To which he adds for application, — My ſhould it be 
thought a thing incredible with you, that God ſhould Falſe the 
dcad? Acts xxvi. 6. 7 8. So, 

The Horz of Iſrael, that is, of the believing bake 
of the Iſraelitiſn nation, in all former ages, even of 
the twelve tribes at large, howſoever the ſame were 
rejected by many Jews in the Apoſtle's time, and by 
their then rulers add great men in chief, who it ſeems 
were turned Sadducees, was the nene from 
the dead. And, 

Moreover, this Herz they all 3 had in, and 

through, 
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througb, Chriſt to cone.---Thus the Apoſtle, in his | 


above-mentioned defence before King Agrippa and Fel» 
tus, declared, that he continued witnefng both to ſmall and 


great, ſaying none other thi1gs than ALL the prophets had ſaid 


ſhould come, v Z. that CH AS ſhould ſiger, and that HE 
ſhould be the FIRS T that ſhauld RISE from be dead; that ie, 


that he ſhould be, what the ſame apoſtle eliewhere 


ſtiles him, The FIRST-BORN from the dead, and firſt-fruits 
of our reſurreftion ; Col. 1. 18 1 Cor. xv. 23. 

This then, was not delivering a new revelation, but 
inſiſting on an old one. It was no other than what 
had been given and raught by all the prophets of old, 
from the very beginning. And, 

This way to arrive at our perfection in foul as well 
as body, by dying and riſing again, had been all along 
called the reproach of Chrijf - doubtleſs, becauſe the 
Heathens, with their whims of tranſmutations of bo- 
dies, and tranſmigrations of ſouls, were continually 
ſcoffing at it; which ſhall be particularly animadverted 


upon in its proper place.---Moſes refuſed to be called ite 


fon of Pharaoh's daughter, by faith ; chuſing rather tu ſuffer af- 
fudtion with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleaſures al ſin 
for a ſeaſon ; efteeniiny the REPROACHf Cbriſt greater riches 
than the treaſures of Egypt For hy? He had reſped unto 
the RECOMPENCE of the REWARD. What reward? 
'That of the reſurrection from the dead; of which the 
Apoſtle is treating, and ſhewing the dependence of be- 
lievers thereupon, throughout the whole chapter, Heb. 
xi. Believers, of private as well as public characters, wo- 
men as well as men, who, before and after Moſes, had 
done, ſuffered, and confeſſed, great things, in faith of 
the reſurrection to a better ſtate, by them fererally ſeen 
afar off and embraced. O: hers were torturcd, not arcept- 
ing deliverance, thut they might obtain a better RESURREC- 
T/ON; ver. 35.---'Phis paſſage, no doubt, refers to 
the inſtance of good old Eleazar, mentioned, 2 Mac. 
vi. 18. Oc. and that of the ſeven brethren and their 
mother, there alſo mentioned, chap. vii. 1. &c. which, 
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though not canonical ſcripture, as ſome erroneouſly rec-' 


kon, is yet a true hiſtory, Let none be ſurprized at 
this interpretation, as the ſame apoſtle quotes Jannes 


and Jambres, 2 Tim. iii. 9. as two of the Egyptian ma- 


gicians, who ſtrove with Moſes, from ſome Jewiſh 
writer; for their names are not recorded, Exod, vii.11. 
yea, he quotes the ſayings of three heathen poets, a 
p:ain inſtance that human learning ought not to be de- 
ipted; as that of Aratus, He are his offspring, Acts 
xvii. 28. that of Menander, Evil communications corrupt 
good manners, 1 Cor. xv. 3 3. and that of Epimenides, 
Tit. i. 12. The Cretians are always lrars, evil beaſts, 
How bellies,----But to return, 

The Hops, therefore, of 1/raet, again, or, as they 
are called, in the above quotation, the people of. God); all 
along was a hope of the reſurrection from the dead, 
and not oply ſo, but of that reſurrection, I fay, thro? 
. Chriſt, and not otherwiſe.---The very ſame thing is 
armed, 1 Pet. i. from ver. 3. to 12. taking in the 

whole context together, ---Nay, there are teſtimonies 
out of number in the New Teſtament, that Chriſt is 
the end of the law and the prophets, for ſalvation to e- 
very believer, both under the law and the goſpel; that 
the law itfelt did even diſtinguith beiwixr the rigbteouſ- 


neſs which was by its own exterior ſervices, and the 


;zhreouſneſs which was by the faith of Chriſt, thro' 
ihe reſurrection from the dead, comprized under thoſ? 
tervices; as alfo, that the righteouſneſs of God by faith 
without the works of the law, is now manifeſted by that 


demonſtration of the Spirit ſent down from heaven, re- 


ferved for thefe laſt times; and, finally, that the go- 
ſpel of God, in general and ſpecial, concerning his Son 
Jeſus Chriſt, as made of the feed of David according 
to the fleſh, and declared ro be the Son of God with 
power by the reſurrection from the dead, had been 
PROMISED afore, by all the 15; in the holy icrip- 


tres, So that, nothing can be plainer, than that 
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| The Hops of Iſrael had all along been, according to 
the revelation given them by the law and the prophets, 
The hope of the reſurrection, and of that reſurrection als 


. through Chriſt, It is true, that, 


In the ages betwixt the giving of the Jaw and the 
Baby loniſh captivity, the people's proneneſs to idolatry 
often carried away the greater part of them, as with a 
torrent, from this faith and Hoe E: And, that, after 
the ſaid captivity, at Jeaſt ſoon after the times of the 
laſt prophets, not only the Sadducees wholly departed 
from this Hop E, and, in our Saviour's and his Apoſtles 
times, were ready to perſecute all that did aſſert it; but 
the Phariſees alſo, who ſtill did maintain the doctrine 
of the reſurrection, had much depraved it with their 
corrupt mixtures. Yet is not any thing of this to be 
imputed to any omiſſion in the revelation by the law 
and the prophets, but to the neglect and contumacy of 
thoſe, unto whom that word of God came, who would 
not ſee and believe the contents of the ſaid word, or 
were bent to deprave and pervert it. They had the 
advantages of the oracles of God: And, what if ſome 
did not believe them? Shall their unbelief make the 
faith of God delivered and taught in theſe oracles, with- 
out effect? God torbid: yea, let God be true, and e- 
very man a liar, that none may pretend they were nct 
told, and could nut know, what they were to believe; but 
that the book of the word given them, may, at the laſt 
day, be opened againſt them, and convince, and leave, 
them without excuſe.--- Let this be well and wilely con- 


ſidered, and duly applied to the preſent ſtate of Chril- 
tianity, and the growing evil of Infidelity among us. 


But ſome may put this queltion,--- How came the peo- 


ple of God, in all ages before Chriſt appeared in the 


fleſh, by this Hop of the reſurrection from the dead 
through Chriſt? Now, though the mixt nature of my 
foregoing proofs, hath obliged me ſomewhat to antici- 


pate this; yet, it may ſerve ſome good purpoſe to be 
| more 
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more particular and full upon ir. I anſwer, there- 
fore, that, 

God revealed this great affair, firſt, ro the patriarchs, 
both by word and typical exhibitions; and atterwards 
to Moſes and all the prophers downward, in writing, 
and by other like types renewed. | 

We are informed, that Abraham offered up his only 
fon Iſaac, in the faith of the reſurrection, which he had 
in common with all the holy men and people of God, 
treated of by the apoſtle, in Heb. xi. accounting that God 
was able to RAISE him up again from the dead; ver. 19. 
By the ſame faith, he tells us, Abel offered up a more 

excellent ſacrifice than Cain. Why more excellent ? 
Even becaule he offered it up by faith in the death arid 
_ reſurrection of Chriſt, and in our reſurrection in con ſe- 
quence, with a ſuitable and correſpondent good life, 
Whereas Cain was void of that faith and good life. For 
which reaſon, Abel obtained witneſs, that he was righ- 
tenus, and, being dead, he yet ſpeaketh, as the apoitle 
obſerves to us. How doth he ſpeak? Why, by bis 
faid facrifice in faith, and his own martyrdom, hoiding 
forth to ages and generations a type, or graphical de- 
ſcription of his faith and hope in the death of our Sa- 
viour Chriſt, and of the glory that was thereafter to 
be revealed in every true believer, through his reſur- 
rection. And indeed, 

The fame muſt have been the reaſon, aſpect, and in- 
tention of every facrifice and offering of every rightly 
believing perſon, in all ſucceeding ages, till Chriſt came 
in perſon, to give himſelf for us an offering and a ſa- 
crifice to God for a ſweet ſmelling favour; that is, for 
the true ſavorer of REST to the reſurrection from the 
dead, Mean time, | 

Remarkable and home to the purpoſe it is, that our 
Saviour Himſelf, after his reſurrection, rebuked Cleo- 
phas and the other diſciple going to Emmaus, for 
not recollecting, or not underſtanding, or believing the 

Pres 


(25 ) 
prophecies on this head. O fools! and flow of heart to he- 
lieve all that the prophets have ſpoken. Ought not Chriſt 10 
Have ſuffered theſe things, and to enter into his glory? Aid, 
beginning at Moſes and ALL the prophets, he expounded unto 
them the things concerning bimſelf; Luke xxiv 25. that is, 
He cleared up to them the accounts of his own perſon, 
ſufferings and actions, with the effects and conſequen- 
ces of the ſame to us, as they were delivered by the 
ſaid Moſes and the prophets, in a manner ſufficiently 
clear and certain, through the whole volume of their 


holy writings, however the negligence of people in that 


age, or the corrupt traditions of the ſcribes and Pha- 


riſees, or the particular negligence and inattention of - 


thoſe perſons, whom our Lord therefore calls Fools and 


flow of underſtanding, had deprived them of this key of 


{ound and divine knowledge. | | 

To like purpole. he again told his diſciples, Luke 
xxiv. 44. juſt before his aſcenſion,---Theſe are the things 
that I ſpoke unto you, while I was yet preſent with you, that 
all theſe things muſt be fulfilled, which were written in the 
LAW of MOSES, and in the prophets, and in the pſalms, con- 


cerning me. Then opened be their under landing that they might 


underſtand the ſcriptures ; that is, He produced the evi- 
dence, and laid it in order, paſſage by paſſage, before 


them: and then, for application upon the whole recital, 


ſaid unto them. Th it is written, and thus it BEHOVED 
Chriſt to ſuffer, and to RISE the THIRD DAY from the dead: 
and, that repentance and remiſſion of ſin» ſhould be preached in 
bis name among all nations beginning at Feruſalem. 

So ſaid two of the apoſtles to the people in Solo- 
mon's porch on their beginning to preach after the a- 
ſcenſion,---Repent, and be converted, that your ſins may be 
blotted out, when the times of REFRESHING ſhall come from 
the preſence of the Lord, whom the heavens muſt receive, until 
the time of the RESTITUTION »f all things, which God hath 
ſpoken by the mouth of A LL his holy prophets, who have been 
ſince the WORLD began; Acts iii. 19. 20. and 21. —— 
Then they give citations and applications from Moſes, 
to ſhew, that the prophets of God from the W 
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had taught the reſurrection of mankind, and Alas 
of all things by Jeſus Chriſt. And, 

How were theſe citations and applications from Mo- 
fes, taken by thoſe that heard them? Why, the ſacred 
hiſtorian tells us, that, as the two apoltles ſpoke unto 
the people, the prieſts, and the captain of the temple, 
and the Sadducees, came upon them, being grieved, 
that they preached, through Jeſus, the reſurrection of 


the dead. But how had they preached through Jeſus 


the reſurrection? Truly, no otherwiſe than by citing 
the prophecy of Moſes, that there was to be a pro- 
phet, whom God would raisE Ur; with that promiſe 
of the univerſal bleſing by the Seed to Abraham; and 
declaring thereupon, for their own parts, as witneſſes, 
that Chriſt had been a prophet fo RAISsED ve, even 
RAISED from the dead, according to the ſaid prophecy 
and promiſe, and had ſince come effectually to bleſs the 


people by his Spirit, in turning every one of them 


from his iniquities: Which was fo galling to the Sad- 
ducee-adverſaries, the Deiſts of theſe ages among 
the Jews, and, at the ſame time, ſo convincing to o- 
thers that believed the ſcriptures of Moſes and the 
prophets, that it drew a perſecution on the inſpired 
preachers from the former; and fo prevailed upon the 
latter, as to make at once five thouſand converts to the 
faith of Chriſt and the reſurrection, as forerold by Mo- 
ſes and all the prophets. Theſe were aimoſt the firſt 
converts and firſt · fruits of Chriſtianity: And, ſurely, 
a demonſtration and ſucceſs fo prodigious, from a diſ- 
courſe ſo ſhort, muſt for ever demand our molt ſeri- 
ous attention and regard. 

There is another famous citation, fetched from Mo- 
ſes by our Lord, for proof of the reſurrection, to the 
Sadducees, who denied the reſurrection, on a preſump- 
tion that the ſame was entirely omitted in the Law of 
Moes, the only part of the divine books by them re- 


ceived for ſcripture: Wherefore to refute them, our 


Lord 


( #7 

Lord cited the text 1 am going to produce; and a fe, 
impudent as they were, it confounded and filenced u 
on the point, -I am the God of Abrabam, the God of 
— and the God of Jacob; - which, as our Lord 

ewed them, implied 2 promiſe of the reſurrection: 
For that, God is not the God of the dead, but of the 
living ; for all live unto him, Luke xx. 37.; that is, 
If God be the God of thoſe perſons, then muſt thoſe 
perſons alſo live unto him, that he may be their God: 
which he is not, if they ſhall be no more: therefore, 
to ſome purpoſes they muſt be til] alive; and, to others 
alſo, muſt be reſtored again to be the fame perſons that 
they were before; otherways he ſhould not finally be 
the God of thoſe perſans: But this, again, without the 
reſurrection of their bodies, they cannot be: without 
that they cannot be thoſe perſons; the ſouls of men by 
themſelves, conſtituting but half their perſons; ſo that, 
ſuppoſing their bodies to be irrecoyerably loſt by death, 
they ſhauld not in propriety be the fame perſons; 2nd 
therefore, without proyifion made for the reſtoration 
alſo of their bodies, God could not be ſaid to be their 
God; and therefore again, that this may be finally ve- 
rified in them, viz. that he is their God; not only their 
fouls muſt be preſerved in a ſeparate ſtate, but rheir 
bodies alſo muſt be kept in ſtore for the reſurrection: 
And ſo, a revelation of God's being the God of a per- 
ſon deceaſed, is by neceſſary implication, a revelation 
alſo of the reſurrection of that perſon from the dead. 
Moreover, 

That the earthly Canaan, and temporal felicity in i it, 
was not the inheritance or reſt, ultimately promiſed to 
the Iſraelites by God, nor was by them underſtood ſo 
to have been, appears from hence, That, after th 
ſhould be ſertled i in the land, God declares them ſtil 
to be but ſtrangers and pilgrims with himſelf in it, 
Levir. xxv. 23. And the fame thing they continue to 
witneſs of themſelves, when, in the height of their. 

D 2 | temporal 


A.” 
temporal felicity there, 1 Chron. xxix. 15. Pſal, cxix. 19. 


So that, they confeſſing themſelves ſtrangers, (Heb. xi. 
13. 14. 15. 16.) confeſſed they ſtill ſought a country; 


and God, not diſdaining to be called ther God, as being 


himſelf, by ſuch gracious condeſcenſion for a time, in 
a ſojourning or way-faring ſtate with them, promiſed 
them a city and manſions in his own glorious reſt in 
heaven. Here, then, whecher ſome people will con- 
ſider it, or not, was a promiſe of a future ſtate every 
where repeated throughout the Moſaic law: Every de- 
claration of God, that he was therr God; of his dwell- 
ing in a tent, the type of his humanity, as in a ſojourn- 
ing way with them, Oc. amounting to a repetition of 
this promiſe. Yea, 

In every ſacrifical act, from the facrifice of Abel 
through the patriarchal times firſt, and under the law 
given by Moſes afterwards, there was ſtill held forth 
a declaration by /ymbols of the remiſſion of fins, and of 
the reſurrection from the dead in conſequence. The 
paſſover and ſprinkling of blood is ſaid, Heb. xi. 28. to 


have been celebrated by Moſes in this faith and hope. 


This leads me now further to obſerve, That the Law 
of Moſes did not only by words, and occaſionally in ſcat- 
tered paſlages; nor, by a few particular things and acti- 
ons, reveal the reſurrection from the dead and another 
ſtate in the world to come, but did, in the whole appa- 
ratus of the tabernacle and all the holy ſervices there- 
of, finally, lead men by faith up to the ſame; as having 
types both of the glorious place and of the perſons there, 
with the actions that were to bring us thither, and to 


be performed there. 


Are not we told, Heb. ix. 23. that the things in the 
law were patterns of heavenly things? And was not 
Moſes informed of the ſame? And was it not Moſes's 
buſineſs to inform the people from God of what God 
had informed him ? Did he not then inform them of 


the great ching of all in relation to their law, viz. That 


the 


( 29 ) 

the ſacred things of it were not themſelves originals, 
but copies of certain heavenly originals * Would it not 
have been a kind of impoſture to have paſſed upon them 
a ſet of copies for originals? The ſuppoſition in any 
other caſe would argue a want of common ſenſe or 
common thought. In the things of God what it indi- 
cates, I leave others to determine. 

It is well known, that the tranſlation of the Seventy 
was long in uſe before Chriſtianity, and in it we have 
a remarkable paſſage, immediately following theſe laſt 
words in the book of Job, So J died, being old and 
full of days, viz. Tiypanlai J durd dx avarnoio Tui . wy 6 Kupog 
einen, that is, But it i; written, that he ſhall 11/e again with 
tboje whom the Lord raiſeth up. | 

In a word, till Sadoc, the Hereſiarch of the Saddu- 
cees, ſtarted, it was reſolved by all the Jewith doctors, 
that he had no part in the reſurrection from the dead, 
who did not believe the ſame to be among the points 
revealed by the law: Whence allo their Rabbies down- 
wards have affirmed the ſame.--- Certainly, ſuch was the 
ſtate of believers before Chriſt, as well as fince, thar, 
if in this life only they had nope, they were of all 
men moſt miſerable. For, taking the temporal part 
in ſeverance from the ſpiritual, the earthly from the 
heavenly, the world and iis poſſeſſions from God and 
Chriſt ; they had properly no inheritance here, and fo 
were without noeEt, both for here and hereafter. 

But, may it not be aſked here,--- Was not this HopE 
far older than Moſes, or any of the ſucceeding prophets, 
or even the patriarchs themſelves ?--- Moſt afluredly. 
In HoPt of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, 
promiſed before the world began, Tit, i. 2. compared with 
2 Tim. i. 9. 1 Pet. i. 20. and Eph i. 4. 

Come we now to the Heathens, or Gentiles, whofe 
ſingular reſpe& and veneration for the body after diſſo- 
| lution can be proved from a multitude of teſtimonies, 
ſome of which are ſtrongely marked with an utter de- 
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reſtation and abhorrence of all profanation and defile- 
ment of burying-places; for they looked upon the care 
of dead bodies as an act of religion, calling the inter- 
ment of them no leſs than a divine inſtitution &, and a 
law of the + immortal gods; inſomuch, that the Ro- 
mans, in particular, had a peculiar deity to preſide 
over this affair, called by the name of Libitina, as is well 
known to the caffical ſcholar. The Athenians were ſo 
ſtrict, that they would not admit any to be magiſtrates, 
who had not taken care of their parents ſepulture If 
and beheaded one of their generals after he had gotten 
a victory, for throwing the dead bodies of the ſlain, in 
a tempeſt, into the ſea d. And Plutarch relates, that 
before they engaged with the Perſians, they took a ſo- 
lemn oath, that, if they were conquerors, they would 
bury their foes; this being a privilege, which even an 
enemy hath a right to, as being a debt which is owing 
to humanity, A noble pattern this for Chriſtian gene- 
rals to imitate ? Nay, ſome brutes have been obſerved, 

by mere inſtin&, to bury their dead with wonderful 
care *X,-.-The body, we know, was formed of the duſt 
at firſt, and therefore it is fit, it ſhould return to the 
earth as it was 4+: inſomuch, that ſome Heathens have; 
by the light of reaſon, called burying in the earth, the 
2 hid in our mother's lap, and the being covered with 

ar Rat 1 

Ina word, all the nations of the earth have always 
accounted burial one of the chiefeſt duties of religion, 
which they denied neither to friends nor enemies, as 
we learn of hiſtorians; for Yegetius, I. ii. de re milii. 


cap. 20. tells us, That each legion had a purſe in the 
hands 


. - . 

* Iſocrat. Panathem. + Eurip io Supplic. Sophoc. in Anti- 
gon. 4 Xenoph Rer memorabil. p 587. 9 Valer. Maxim. 
ib. ix. c. 3. Orig. in Celſ. lib. iv. lian Hiſt. Animal. 5. 49. 
++ See Genel, iii. 19. Ecleſ. xii. 7- IX See the notes upon Gros 
tius de Veritat. Relig: Chriſtian, lib. i. 5 16. pag. 40. Edit Cler. 
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hands of the enſign-bearer, wherein each ſoldier put 
a piece of money, to contribute his portion towards the 
burial of the ſoldiers of that legion, who died in war. 
We ſee alſo by the teſtimonies, both of Tully in the 
oration for Milo, and of Cornelius 'Tacitus, /. i. that 
the generals, who were victorious, allowed their ene- 
mies to bury the corps of their dead ſoldiers, or elſe 
buried them themſelves. 

Lucian, in his treatiſe of Mourning, has made a 
pleaſant and uſeful deſcription of the ceremonies uſed 
about dead perſons, ſome few of which 1 ſhall hint ar. 
---+ After the neareſt relation has received a dead per- 
« ſon, and cloſed his eyes----he waſhes the body with 
« warm Wwater,---he perfumes him, crowns him with 
&© flowers, and puts on his beſt cloaths.---All is accom- 
« panied with mourning, tears and ſobs, to agree with 
« the maſter of the ceremony, who orders all matters, 
« and recites with a mournful voice all his former ca- 
“ lamities.----Then ſome tear their hair, others beat 
their breaſts.---Some rend their cloaths, and caſt duſt 
upon their heads, or fall down upon the ground, &c, 
c. &c. After all this, ſome treat the company, where 
the friends comfort you, and deſire you to eat. How 
long, ſay they, will you lament the dead? You can't 
« recal them to life again, by all your tears,“ &c. 

Let us here examine a little into the ſentiments of 
the facetious Horace, of whom Sir William Temple is 
pleaſed to fay, that © he was the greateſt maſter of 
life, and of true ſenſe in the conduct of it.” Lib. i. 
Od. 28. he introduces Archytas praying, that he may 
not have the misfortune to lie unburied. And what a 
curſe he thought it to be fo, one may learn from the 
end of epod. 5. His commentator has theſe remarkable 
words,--- Inſepultum habere corpus apud veteres graviſſi- 
mum malorum æſtimabatur; quod errare anima, donec ſe- 
pulchro efſet conditum, putaretur ; that is, Amongſt the 
* antients it was deem'd the molt grievous of evils for 
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+... one to have his body unburied; becauſe the ſoul was 
believed to have no reſt, but to wander up and down, 


4 until its body was: depoſited i in a grave.“ 
Agreeable to this is that famous paſſage in Homer, 


Jliad 23. where the ghoſt of Patroclus is introduced 


complaining, that his funeral rites had not been Per- 
formed; 


| | hott Thus the phantom faid, 
- Sleeps my chilies, ba Patroclus dead ? 
« Living, I ſeem'd his deareſt, tend'reſt care; 
« Bur now, forgot, I wander in the air. 

Let my pale corſe the rites of burial know, 

« And give me entrance in the realms below. 

« Till then, the ſpirit finds no reſting place, 

« But here and there th* unbody'd ſpectres chaſe 
« The vagrant dead around the dark abode, 

« Forbid to pals th” irremeable flood,” 


Homer makes this a matter of ſuch importance, that 
he introduces Iris as diſpatched upon an embaſſy from 
the gods to ſtir up Achilles to fight, and to pay this 
duty to his dear friend Patroclus. Here Mr Pope re- 
marks, it was the common opinion of the antieats, that 
the ſouls of the deparied were not admitted into the 
number of the happy, till the bodies had received the 
funeral rites. They ſuppoſed, thoſe that wanted them, 
wandered about an hundred years, before they were 
wafted over the infernal river. The Emperors Diocle- 
ſian and Maximinian ordered, That the people ſhould 
not hinder the burying even of thoſe who had ſuffered 
puniſhment by death, the Romans being of opinion, 
that the ſouls of ſuch bodies as were not buried, wan- 
dered up and down an hundred years, as not being able 
to get into the Elyſian fieids.----Virgil alſo hath the 
ſame ſenfiment, concerning the ſtate of departed ſouls; 
at leaſt had in his view the above paſlage of Homer, as 
appears from the following Words. * 

| c 


3 ( 33 ) 
Hee emnis, quam ternis, inopg inhumataquè turba eſt, &. 
See the reſt iu the Aneid, book vi. 
Ilhus Engliſhed by Dryden. 
« The ghoſts, rejected, are the unhappy crew, 
% Depriv*: of ſẽpulchres and funeral due. 
ce An hundred years they wander on the ſhore, 
« At length, their penance done, they're wafted o'et. 
To tranſcribe all that is to be found for the putpoſe 


in antient alithors; would be to write a volume, rather 


than a part of a ſhort eſſay. For, the Heathens not 
only accounted the buryings of the dead to be a thidg 
fo holy and ifviolable, that they attributed the original 


invention thereof to one of the gods, viz. to him whom 


the Greeks called Pluto, and the Romans Dis or Sum- 


manus; but likewiſe, they had always a regard to the 


care that was taken of ſepulchres, as a religious duty 
grounded upon the fear of God, and the belief of the 
fouls immortality, though they had no notion bf the 
reſurrection from the dead: inſomuch, that the violati- 

on of a ſepulchre, or the defiling of a grave, was a 
_ crime of an enormous ſize with them. How then may 
many, very many, in a Chriſtian country, bluſh, and 
be aſhamed ? if yet a bluſh remains! But more of this 
in its proper place. 


Horace, in his Art of Poetfy, line 471, gives it as 


4 mark of a flagitious wretch, Mingere in patrios cind= 
res ; that is, © To piſs upon the graves or aſhes of 
* thofe that are gone before us.“ And his annotator 
uſes theſe words upon the place. - Nam duplex no#t, 
et ſepulchri ſanctitatem et paternam pietatem violare; 
that is, For here is a double guilt, firſt, to deſecrate 
« the ſepulchral ſanctity, and then, to violate paternal 
« piety ”---Perſius, the Satiriſt, can ſay, fat. i. Pueri, 
ſacer eſt locus: extra mejite ; that is, Boys, this place 
6 is holy: go forth, and make water.“ S0 ſacred dit 
the Heathens look upon burying- grounds to be, that 
they reckoned them in the number of holy and w—_— 
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( 34) 
nable things; and accordingly, thoſe who violated the 
ſepulchres of the dead, or ſearched them, were hated 
«+ by all nations, and very ſeverely puniſhed.---The pyra- 

ds of Egypt, which were built for ſepulchres to the 
kings, are ſtanding monuments of that ſingular regard 
and veneration for dead bodies, even among the Hea- 
thens, which I am now inſiſting upon. Some of them 
are of a vaſt height; and Pliny ſpeaks of one, for the 
building of which 32,000. men were employed for 
twenty years, and ſays, it took up eight acres of ground. 
This is alſo plain from the accounts we have of their 
embalming, and from their mummies, which are fre- 
quently found to this day whole and entire, though 
ſome of them have Jain above three thouſand years in 
their graves.-- But, though the Heathens entertained ſo 
religious a reſpect ſor the body after death, for the rea- 
ſons above ſpecitied ; yet, they had no notion of the 
reſurrection from the dead, as already obſerved; but, on 
the contrary, ſcoſfed at it with their whims of tran ſmu- 
tations of bodies, and tranſmigrations of fouls, which I 
am now to animadvert upon, as I promiſed. _ «+» 
The Heathen philoſophy is a poiſon, that has in all 
ages done infinite miſchief to the world. For, the 
ſcope of this maze of learning and ſubtilty, from its firſt 
ſtarting in the world, was to blind and pervert the doc- 
trine and tradition of the reſurrection from the dead; 
and to give men any ſcheme of a future ſtate but that. 
There were of philoſophers in Greece, not to men- 
tion Egypt and the Ealt as far as the Indies, vaſt num- 
bers of ſects: But, all, as to this great point, reducible 
to two principal heads, 12, of the Democritics or Epi- 
cureans, on the one fide; and all other ſects under 
their ſeveral denominations, on the other. Of theſe 
two principal heads, the latter, who were by much the 
majority, made their d, or ſum · total of matter, infinite 
or indefinite, having no form in itſelf, nor any diſ- 
tinctire firſt parts; but capable of all forms, and con- 
ſequently 
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ſequently tranſmutable reciprocally, one form into an- 
other in infinitum. So that, the maſſes of lead and of 
gold; the concretes of a peeble and of a diamond; the 
fleſh of man and of horſe, and of fiſh and of fowl; 
were, according to theſe old Roſicrucians, capable of | 
going one intp another, and each into any other thing, 
the ſubſtance of them all being, in their ſaid firſt mat- 
ter, but one and the ſame unyariegated ſubſtance. 
The other party eaſily ſaw the ſenſeleſſoeſs of this 
ſcheme in a philoſophical view; and, exploding it, as 
it deſeryed, with contempt, tried, if they. could not 
ſtrike out another more defenſible. Theſe men, there- 
fore, made matter finite, and definite of ſubſtance, 
having certain diſtinctive firſt parts or atams, for ever 
the ſame and intranſmutable, one ſpecies of firſt ſub- 
ſtances or atoms into another. And fo far they were 
certainly right. But then, as to the forms, compacted 
of the ſaid ſeveral ſpecies of atoms, they ſubjected 
theſe, no leſs abſurdly and wickedly, to caſual combi- 
nations, diflolutions, commixtions, tranſitions, and re- 
compoſitions, alſo, in infinitum. But ſo, as that no 
form, once diſſolved, can be reſtored, but by fome new 
commixtion, into ſome other form. At leaſt, no ſen- 
ſible form, or animal, being once diſſolved by death, 
can ever be reſtored again. For, as they pretended all 
ſenſe to be effected by the mere compoſition of the ſe- 
veral tenuious atoms (of which they conſtituted the 
ſoul) and of the bodily organs taken together; ſo, 
that compoſition being once broken, they held all ſenſe, 
and conſequently all reminiſcence, to be broken and 
loſt with it. Wherefore, though even the ſame atoms 
that conſtitute this or that perſon, you by any chance 
come together again; yet, all ſeuſe and conſciouſneſs 
being fled on the diſſolution of the priſtin compoſition 
or form of ſuch perſon, they would not again conſtitute 
the ſame, but another perſon. By theſe means, there- 
fore, both ſchemes _ rendered equally ſubſervient 
2 "wn 
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ro the purpoſes of the grand depravation, undermining 
alike the belief of the reſurrection from the dead. For, 

Whether the matter of the forms were ſuppoſed 
ſobject to infinite variegarions and tranſmutations, or to 
infinite combinations, reſolutions, tranſitions, and re- 
compoſitions, with ſenſe and con ſciouſneſs extempora- 
neouſly appendant to this or that perſonal form : either 
way, they ſo managed the matter, that the ſeveral forms 
or individuals, at leaſt the ſenſible or animate ones, as 
aforeſaid, were at their. diſſolution to be contoundeq 
and loſt in a manner never to be recovered or reſtored. 
Wherefore, according to either conceit, the reſurtecti 
on from che dead cannot be. And, 

Amazing it is to ſee, when one reads the placits of 
theſe men of every ſect, with what a wicked conſent 
all their ſquabbles about principles, elements, and na- 
tural cauſes and operations do ſtill terminate (for the 
ule) in one concluſion, vig. to diſparage and ungermine 
the tradition of the returrection from the dead, that 
had formerly gone forth among them; as alſo, in what 
deep concealment they laid their ſchemes, ever plainly 
ſtriking at, though affecting never to touch upon, the 
leaſt mention of the point. So. that, upon the whole, 
one cannot but coyciude, That philoſophy (notwith- 
ſtanding ſome falvos for moral, and other, ſcraps, of a 
better original) muſt have been, in the main, the grand 
myſtery of the Pagan iniquity, and the devil's maſter- 
piece for ages. Which ſhould make one for ever ſhy 
and jealous of every ſyitem of philoſophy under what 
ſhape ſoever, when given out by: men, and unſupport- 
ed by tbe word of God, or plain and certain experi- 
ments. Fer, he that delights to walk in che bewilder- 
ing paths of human ſcience, without divine knowledge 
to guide and direct him, muſt land at laſt, and wander 
for ever, ig a labyrinth of deluſion and error. 

As my hand is in, I muſt beg the reader's patience 
iQ Wale another ſtricture, upon philoſophy, which, I 
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bumbly think, is very applicable to the age we live in. 
Much has been alſo diſputed about the „irt cauſe ; 
and ſome learned, I wiſh I could not ſay, Chriſtian, 
authors have writ pompons volumes to compliment 
all thoſe that ever held a firſt cauſe, as confeſſors of 
one and the ſame ſupreme Numen with believers, as 
if, tor inſtance, JExovan and Jove were the ſame, 
Whereas, the fir/t cauſe of unbelievers, of what fort 
ſoever, with what attributes ſoever given it, was no 
more the true Supreme, or, to ſpeak properly, the 
one true God and Creator of the world, than Baal or 
Aſhtaroth, than Jupiter or Priapus, than Thor or Frie, 
or any other idol of the Pagan world ; and conſequent- 
ly, all treating of thoſe jr/t cauſes as ſuch, mult be the 
molt ſenſeleſs or deſperate folly or madneſs. Here 
then, I bear my teſtimony, and enter my caveat, a- 
gainſt all ſuch philoſophy; that thoſe philoſophical Ar/# 
cauſes be no more contounded with the Creator of all. 
things; that the doctrines of ſuch fiyſt cauſes be not dig- 
nified indiſcriminately with the ſuppoſed honourable 
name of 'Fheiſm or Deiſm; a ſyſtem of thinking, which 
can have no exiſtence at all in iruth, if we will be de- 
termined by the word of God *: And finally, that we 
hear no more of their philoſophical tranſmigrations and 
fabulous Elyziums, under that religious character of 
T he doctrine of a future ſtate of rewards and puniſh- 
ments; as if theſe deteſtable inventions, and the true 
future ſtate, were not as eſſentially ſeparated as light 
and darkneſs, as truth and falfehood, as God and Belial. 

This is a teſtimony and. caveat, which, as the ſtu- 
dies, prejudices, favours and affections of men now ve- 
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* John ü. 23. Whoſeever denieth the Son, the ſame hath not the 


Father : but he that acknowledgeth the Son, bath the Father alſo. 
And chap. v. ver. 12. He that hath the Son hath life ; and he that 
hath net the Son of God, hath not life.—Hence we may plainly ſee 
that what is ſo much in vogue, and faifly called Deiſm, or Theiſm, 
is nothing elſe, by neceſſary implication, but downright Atheiſm, 
and only a ſofter term for it. | 
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ry much run, I ſhould not perhaps have ventured, with- 
out the authority of an apoſtle, to inſinuate. But, that 
authority will, 1 hope, be allowed for my ſufficiedr 
warrant" therein--- Beware, left any man ſpoil you through 
priloſophy and vain deceit, after the traditions of men, after 
the rudiments Gr. cg, the elements) of the world, (about 
which they were ever uttering — apoſtate imagina- 
tions) and not after Chriſt ; Col. ii. 8 
he meaning of the text is, that the philofophers 
ched every thing, all the ſpecies or forms that are, 
EY ou: of the elements or matter of the world, without a 
Creator; immerſing even the frft cauſe in the ſaid e- 
lements or matter, in the -» -#, ſum- total of the uni- 
verſe, or elſe, in no body ever knew what nonſenſical 
abſtraction from it; and reſolved all back again into the 
ſame: which being abſolutely deſtructive of the true 
faith and hope of mankind, the holy apoſtle, in the abore 
cited text, exhorts us Chriſtians to withdraw our atten- 
Lion from ſuch delufive i imaginations, to remember Our 
* CataToRs, in whoſe + book are all our parts or 
members written, our very duſt or atoms ; and, to place 
our whole faith and hope in our gathering together, 
ſinally, unto Chriſt our Saviour, by the reſurrection 
from the dead. Which if we do, we ſhall be more than k 
philoſophers : we ſhall not be lovers or ſeekers of wiſ- 
dom. but ſhall ourſelves, in the ſpirit of knowledge and 
underſtanding, attain to that we ſeek for, to be wiſe 
unto ſalvation, through IEs us CHRIST, even fo, Amen. 
Let us now conſider the ſentiments of Chriſtians upon 
the ſubject in hand. They not only had the example of 
the patriarchs and of the whole Jewiſh nation, to imitate 
in a ſingular reſpe& and veneration for the body after 
death; Dat likewiſe, the defcription of rhe perſons, wha, ; 
interr'd our Saviour, the enumeration of their virtues, 
and the everlaſting commendation of her, who ſpent , 
three 
* So in the original, as formerly obſerved, Ecclef, xii, 1 
=} Plal. cxxxix. 16. ; 
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three hundred pennyworth of ſpikenard to avoint his 
body to the burial, have always been thought ſufficient 
grounds and encouragement for the careful and decent 
ſepulture of the dead, eſpecially. of Chriſtiaas. And 
indeed, if the regard due to a human ſoul, render'd 
reſpect to the dead a principle, that manifeſted itſelt to 
the common ſenſe of the very Heathens; ſhall we think, 
that leſs care is due to the bodies of Chriſtians, who 
once entertained a more glorious inhabitant, and were 
living temples of the Holy Ghoſt * 1 Cor. vi. 19. To bo- 
dies, which were conſecrated to the ſervice of God; 
which bore their part in the duties of religion; fought 
the good fight of faith and patience, ſelt-denial and 
mortification; and underwent the fatigue of many hard- 
{hips and afflitions for the ſake of piety and virtue? 
To bodies, which, we believe, ſhall one day be awak- 
ened again from their fleep of death; have all their 
ſcattered particles and atoms of duſt ſummoned into their 
due order; and be faſhioned like to the glorious lady of 
Chri/t, to render their ſouls completely happy, and to 
be made partakers of the ſame glory with them, as once 
they were of the ſame ſufferings and good works? Sure- 
ly, bodies ſo honoured here, and to be ſo glorified here- 
after, and which too we own, ever in the ſtate pf death, 
to be under the care of a divine providence and protecti- 
on, are not to be deſpiſed by us, far leſs expoſed to a- 
buſe and pollution, as unworthy of our regard: For, 
at the great day of accounts, they are to be raiſed glo- 
riſied and ſpiritualized bodies. The latter of thele e- 
pithets is ſo very unfaſhionable in this over - refining and 
philoſophizing age, that I would have, perhaps, not 
allowed it to drop from my pen, if not ſupported by 
the ſuffrage of an apoſtle, who ſays It is ſeron a na- 
tural body, it is raiſed a SPIRITUAL body. There is a na- 
tural body, and there is a SPIRITUAL body ; 1 Cor. xv. 44. 
To determine our judgment and to influence our 


practice, let us here conſider the pions care and tender 
concern, 
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concern, with which the body of the firſl martyr for 
the Chriſtian faith was treated, as we find it recorded, 
for our inſtruction and imitation, Acts viii. 2. And d- 
wort men carried Stephen to his burial, and made great 
lamentation over him: That is, they prepared Stephen 
for his burial; as the Greek word properly imports: 
they did all things in order to it, waſhing his body, 
chap. ix. 37. atointing it, and winding it up in linen, 
putting it in the coffin, carrying it forth to the burial- 
place, and weeping there over it after the manner of the 
Jews.---A moderate, and pious mourning for the dead, 
is juſtifiable, not only from the inſtance of the ſaints 
here before us, but likewiſe by the example of Chtfiſt 
himſelf, John xi. 35. and of the patriarchs, Gen. I. 1. c. 

What a ſolemn concern, what a tenderneſs of devotion, 
poſſeſſes every Chriſtian heart, when he attends the 
ever-adorable Friend of mankind to the place where La- 
zarus lay, among the mourning Jews, and his diſconſo- 
late friends, the hoſpitable Martha, and the devont Ma- 
ry! He, who had all the tenderneſs and goodneſs, with- 
out the faults, of human nature, condoles and ſympa- 
thizes with the diſtreſſed mourners, with all the inward 
concern, and outward expreſſion. of undiſſembled grief. 
He was troubled, he groaned in ſpirit, and be wept--- 
How meanly do we think of the affected formality, and 
unnatural concern of the Stoics, when we read of the 
wiſeſt and divineſt Petſon that ever appeared in the 
world, Jeſus wept * 5 

Mov'd by theſe conſiderations, the primitive Chriſti- 
ans, though they made no uſe of ointments whilſt they 
lived, yet they did not think the moſt precious too coſt- 
ly to be uſed about the dead. Sciant Sabei, pluris & 
carioris ſuas mercis Chriſtianis ſepeliendis, &c. that is, 
« Let the Sabæan merchants know, that we take 
« off greater quantities of more coſtly ſpices for the 
% embalming our dead, than others do for incenſing 


their gods.” Tertul. Apol. cap. 42. And they re- 
ſerved 
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ferved all their ointments for funerals. Reſervatis un- 
ent funeribus, Minut. Fel.--- And yet, this was fo far 
rom being reproached with ſaperſtition, that it is ever 
reported as a laudable cuſtom; and ſuch as had in it 
ſomething ſo engaging, ſo agreeable to the notions of 
civilized nature, as to have a very conſiderable influ- 
_ ence the Heathens, who obſerved and ad- 
mired'it: it becoming inſtrumental in the diſpoſing them 
to a favourable opinion at firſt, and then to the em- 
bracing, of the Chriſtian religion, where theſe decen- 
cies and tender regards to deceaſed friends and good 
people, were ſo conſtantly, ſo carefully, and fo religi- 
ouſly practiſed.L This was obſerved by Julian the A- 
poſtate, who, writing to an idolatrous high-prieſt, put 
him in mind of theſe things, by which he thought the 
Chriſtians gained upon the world, and recommends 
them to the practice of the Heathen prieſts, viz. The 
gravity of their carriage, their kindneſs to ſtrangers, and 
their CARE FOR THE BURIAL OF THE DEAD, E- 
piſt. 49. ad Arſacium, But, 

To repreſent this ſtill in a ſtronger light, remark- 
able it is, that our Chriſtian revelations plainly ſuppoſe, 
the ſoul Eannot be either compleatly happy or miſera- 
able, without the body; why elſe do they lay ſo great 
a ſtreſs on the doctrine of the reſurrection? Nay, the 
great apoſtle of the Gentiles farther ſuppoſes, that e- 
ven the ſurvival of the ſoul is only in order to this reſur- 
rection, and would not otherwiſe be; for what he infers 
from the denial of the reſurrection (1 Cor. xv. 18. 19. 
30. 3 1. 32.) will not hold, but on this ſuppoſition. Let 
people read theſe few verſes now referred to, with any 
degree of attention, and they cannot fail to ſee, that the 
apoſtle's reaſoning ends evidently in this concluſion, 
That, if there be no reſurrection of the body, then they 
who are fallen aſleep in Chriſt, are periſhed, loſt and an- 
nihilated for ever: That, if the dead riſe not, all his 


ſufferings would have advantaged him nothing; that the 
F Epicu- 
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Epicurean maxim might take place, Let us eat and drink, 


for to-morrow we die; and that Chriſtians, on account of 


their parting with worldly enjoyments, and che many 
ſufferiogs they are expoſed to for their religion, would 
of all men be moſt miſerable. And even, in order to 
this furvival, a material vehicle, going along with the 
ſoul from the body, ſeems to be neceſſary, not only to 
its being in a determinate place, and to make it capable 
of ſenſation and the perception of things, and likewiſe 
for continuing with it the memory of actions done in 
this life; but alſo for retaining the habits contracted in 
the body, which, if they were extinguiſhed by death, 
neither would our good works qualify us for future 
happineſs, nor our evil deeds unqualify us for the ſame, 
and diſpoſe us for miſery. 

Were ] to dip into the labours of the earlieſt writers, 
next to the apoſtles, of the Chriitian church, who 
chearfully ſhed their blood, and laid down their lives, 
for the teſtimony of Jeſus and the reſurrection, I might 
produce a cloud of witneſſes, all tending to prove, 
That the reſurrection of the body is a fundamental ar- 
ticle of the Chriſtian religion, and of ſuch vaſt import: 
ance, that there could be no uſe for it at all, if the ſoul 
alone could be a complete man, and as ſuch be per- 
fectly happy without the body; that, if God has cal- 
led man to life, and a reſurrection, he hath not called 
a part of him only, but the whole, which is both ſoul 
and body, as both theſe parts co-exiſt, and make up the 
ſame ccMPos1TUM, and it would be abſurd to fave any 
one of them, and not the other alſo; that man is fleſh, 
the ſoul is the band of the fleſh, and the fleſh the re- 
ceptacle of the ſoul; that it is man, as conſiſting of both 
ſoul and body, that muſt remain for ever, but it is im- 
poſſible for this man to remain for ever, unleſs he riſe 
again, as without a reſurrection the nature of man as 
man cannot remain: and, that the ſoul by itſelf cannot 
be the man, which was only inſerted into the body, af- 

ter 
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ter it had been formed by God, and had even already re- 
ceived the appellation of Man; and as little is the fleſh 
without the foul Man, which, after the foul is departed 
from it, has the name of Carcaſe only. This word MAN, 
„therefore, (ſay they) is, as it were, the band of two 
« ſubſtances intimately conjoined, under which deſignation 
they cannot come, but when thus united together.“ 

Havivg thus gone through the Patriarchal, the Ju- 
daical, the Heathen, and the Chriſtian ſtares, to make 
good my point; let us now fee, if the laws of our own 
country, and thoſe of our ſiſter nation, have ever taken 
this article under their confideration. 

That acute lawyer and able judge, Lord Kaimes, in 
his excellent treatiſe, intitled, Statute of Scots Law 
abridged, and printed at Edinburgh, 17 57, bas the fol- 
lowing words, page 328. That no markets or fairs 
« be held on holidays, nor within XIRKs or KIRK- 
* YARDS, under the pain of eſcheat of the goods.”--- 
And, be it remarked here, that his Lordſhip is pleaſed 
to claſs this under the article of RELIG 10N, and refers 
to the particular laws or ſtatutes enjoining the above, in 
the reigns of our James IV. and James VI. 

We have the ſame law in England in very expreſs 
and pointed terms, in the reign of Edward I. See 
Burn's Juſtice of the Peace, and Pariſh-officer, printed 
in the Savoy, 1758, pages 239. 240. And, I am per- 
ſuaded, the learned in the law can eaſily produce ſta- 
tutes in other countries to the very ſame purpoſe. Such 
is the ſingular reſpect and veneration, ſhewn to the bodies 
of human creatures after death, among all people and na- 
tions whatſoever the poſition I have attempted to prove. 
Seeing theſe things are ſo, it is truly diſguſting to 

every ſerious perſon, who has any tolerable notions of 
decency, to ſee how naſtily the 4irks are kept, and 
what profuſion of contempt and profanation i is conſtant- 
ly poured forth upon them, and upon the kir#-yards and 


burying-grounds, throughout Scotland. In the kirts 
MA | on 
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ene may gather duſt and dirt in heaps, and the cob- 
webs are hanging about the people's ears like ragged _ 
_ curtains, as if they were to worſhip the Lord in the 
dirt and deformity of holineſs. Some of them are ſo 
ruinous in the roofs, that the rain and fnow have free 
acceſs into them, and ſo open are they kept, that four- 
footed beaſts take ſhelter in them. I have ſeen a mini- 
ſter's houſe neatly finiſhed and well flated, while the 
houſe of God hard by was meanly thatched with. heath. 
A ſtrange and prepoſterous contraſt truly! This partial 
and ſcandalous preference called to my mind two texts 
of ſcripture, which might have rebuked the folly of the 
incumbent, if not the madneſs of the prophet ; but I am 
afraid, he was either not acquainted with theſe affecting 
paſſages of his Bible, or, if he ever read them, he has 
done it with a childiſh inattention. How mournfully 
does the royal David expreſs himſelf on a like ſubje& 
in the following words ?---T he king faid unto Nathan 
the prophet, See now, I dwell in an houſe of cedar, but 
the ark of God dwelleth within curtains, 2 Sam. vii. 2.--- 
Another race of God keeps pace with the ſweet 
ſinger of Iſrael in theſe moving terms,---1s it time for 
you, O ye! to duell in your ceiled houſes, and this hauſe 
lie waſte * Hag. i. 4. But, to go on. 
It is common on the Lord's day, and at buryings, to 
ſee, not only the vulgar, but even gentlemen of birth 
and education, very gravely walk up to the kirk, and 
piſs againſt the wall: a barbarous indignity and pollu- 
tion, which the very Pagans would have abhorred | Let 
the quotations already given from Horace and Perſeus 
reprove this common indecency void of common ſenſe. 
---But it is ſtill worſe, that Lit - yards ſhould be turned 
into privies, a daily practice in towns, to the no ſmall 
offence of our eyes and noſes.---In very many parts of 
the country, Airl. yardt and other burying-grounds are 
not incloſed with any fence or wall; a want that ought 
by all means to be ſupplied, as they are openly expoſed 
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to every kind of defilement, by all kinds of eattle roam- 
ing and browſing upon them at pleaſure: But, to ſee 
people driving their four-footed beaſts, /wine not ex- 
cepted, into 4:rk-yards well walled in, to feed, and do 
eyery unſeemly thing, on the graves of the dead, is 
an abuſe not more intolerable than common. I could 
name a &4ir&- yard with high walls and ſtrong gates, where 
the incumbent's horſe, after a heavy rain, ſlumped in- 
to a green grave, as into a bog, till his feet touched 
the coſſin! What puniſhment ſhould have been adjudged 
in this caſe, I will not take upon me to determine ; bur 
I may venture to affirm with truth, that the Heathens 
would have inflicted a ſuitable chaſtiſement, if nat death 
itſelf, upon the proprietor and his horſe. 

To ſhame us into the Jaudable and religious calle 
of keeping our kirks and kirk-yards decent and clean, be 
it remarked, that God himſelf loveth cleanlineſs, and 
hateth naſtineſs, in his people, and turneth away from 
the latter, as is evident from Deut. xxiii. 12. 13. 14. 
T hou ſhalt have a place, whither thou ſbult go forth 
abroad. And thou ſhalt have a paddle upon thy weapon * 
and it Shall be when thou wilt eaſe thyſelf abroad, that 
thou ſhalt dig therewith, and ſhalt turn back, and cover 
that which cometh from thee. For the Lord thy God 
walketh 1 in the mdjt of thy camp, to deliver thee, and to 

give up thine enemies * thee : therefore fhall thy camp 
95 holy, that he ſee no unclean thing in thee, and TURN 
AWAY from thee. None, it is hoped, will be fo ridi- 
culous as to ſay, that God hated uncleanneſs in the 
camp of the Iſraelites, and doth not hate it now in the 
holy grounds of Chriſtians ; for which latter the oonelu- 
ſion, in my poor apprehenſion, appears to be ſtill 
ſtronger. But if God requires, and is. pleaſed with, 
bodily cleanlineſs, much more is he ſo with the pure- 
neſs of the mind. Bleſſed are the pure in heart, for they 
ſhall ſee God, Matth. v. 10.----In ſome kirk yards with- 
out tences, the boyes of the dead are in ſuch numbers 
above 
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above ground, that one can hardly walk, particularly 
on the floor of the #774, without trampling them under 
foot ; and dogs have been ſeen, in face of the ſun, 
carrying off ſome of the bones in their teeth! How 
ſhocking to narrate? but ſtill more ſhocking to be ſeen! 

Our forefathers choſe to have their houſes as near to 
churches as poſſible, in order to have eaſy accefs to per- 
form their religious duties in public, as alſo to keep 
them daily in mind of cheir own mortality, by having 
the church-yards under their eye, and more particular- 
ly the /epulchres of their anceſtors ; in which they hoped 
to be gathered unto them, and not to find a grave in a 
foreign land. But we their degenerate off-ſpring, far 
wiſer in our own conceits, and more poliſhed in our 
manners, muſt have the pariſb- churc hes, if nigh to our 
feats, removed out of our ſight as ſo many eye-ſores, 
eſpecially if they ſtand in the way of our delineated 
_ of policies. We will have them razed from the 

foundation, and rather than be thwarted in our de/ecrat- 
ing inclinations, we will build others at a diſtance upon 
our own proper charges : And then the floor of the old 
church and the church. -yard muſt be turned into a part 
of an avenue, or a  bowling- green, into ſtables, or cow- 
houſes, if not, perhaps, into a kennel for dogs whoſe 
paws may ſcratch up the bodies, and their voracious 
teeth gnaw the bones, of the dead !---Shocking thought; 
enough to make one tremble ! 

I knew a very antient burying-ground, out of which 
the proprietor, deſirous to turn it into a nurſery of 
trees or a piece of pleaſure- ground, had the dead bodies 
digged up, the bones thrown into a cart like ſo much 
dung, and then tumbled into a hole as if no better than 
common rubbiſh ! And, when the miniſter of the pariſh, 
willing to prevent ſuch profanation and diſturbing the 
aſhes of the.dead, modeſtly remonſtrated againſt it with 
proper argumente, he had for anſwer,---< Pray, Meſs 


„ Jahn, go home, and take care of your books and 
preachings; 


Ta * 


ur preachings; and I will take care of my own ground, 


« aànd diſpoſe of it as pleaſe!” or words to that purpoſe. 


This torrent of abuſe and profanation is a growing 


evil amongſt us, unnoticed by moſt, if not all, and op- 
poſed by none, and proceeds from a falſe conceit and 
groundleſs opinion, That no part or portion of ground 
can be more ſacred or holier than another, Let others 


think as they pleaſe; but, for my own part, I muſt 


beg leave to think, that Godwalways had, and will 
have, his holy grounds and holy places upon earth, A- 
gainſt this I have heard ſome gravely, and others ſneer- 
ingly, argue,“ What holineſs, ſay they, can there 


« be in the lifeleſs ſtones of a kirk-wall, or in the duſt. 
4 of a kirk-yard ?* And this way of arguing receives 


no ſmall countenance from the ſpreading infidelity that 
is ſo-prevalent in Chriſtendom, threatening to portend 


a general falling off, which God avert. As for thoſe 


that call chemſelves Chriſtians, and yet will argue thus, 
their Bible is open, all glory be to God, out of which 
they may be convinced of their error, if they pleale, 
in the plaineſt terms. But as to the faſhionable Infidels 
and Freethinkers, I refer them to the common ſenſe of 
mankind for their correction. There is a very great 
number of paſſages in the /zcred oracles, clearly proving 
God to have his holy grounds and holy places upon earth; 
out of which I fhall ſelect only a few.---T he place 
whereon thou ſtandeſt is HOLY GROUND, ſays God 
Almighty himſelf; Exod. iii. 5. Joſh. v. 15. Acts vii. 2 3. 
T be high-prieſt entereth into the HOLY PLACE every 
year, Heb. ix. 25. For the PLACE is HOLY, Ezek. 
xlii. 13. in which verſe we have HOLY CHAMBERS 
mentioned.---And that ſuch holy places could be defiled 
or polluted is plain from the two following quotations. 
And their HOLY PLACES hall be defiled, Ezek. vii. 24. 
And hath polluted this HOLY PLAck, Acts xxi. 28,---- 
To all this our ever-blefſed Lord and Saviour, Gop 
and May, gave his ſanction by cleanſing the temple . 

the 
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the profanation of buying and ſclling practiſed in it, 


Matth. xxi. 13. Mark. xi. 17. Luke xix. 46. and uſing 


- theſe remarkable words, My houſe /hall be called of 


ALL NATIONS the houſe of prayer ; but ye have made it 
a den of thieves, This expiating deed of our Saviour 
is reckoned by ſome pious writers as the moſt wonder- 
ful and ſurpriſing of all his miracles; that one man, 
ſingle and alone, though hatred and deſpiſed at that 
very inſtant, ſhould perform an action, which a nume- 
rous army could ſcarce have done. 

In a word, none who have been at all converſant in 


"the writings of the Old Teſtament, can be ignorant, 


what reverence was conſtantly paid, to the tabernacle 
firſt, and the temple afterwards ; which laſt was ſer apart, 


and dedicated, by Solomon, to the ſervice of Almighty 


God, with the moſt awful and ſtriking ſolemnity, 1 Kings 
viti. 2 Chron, vi. Nor were theſe extraordinary re- 
gards any part of the vain ſuperſtition, to which the 
people of the Jews were ſo exceedingly prone ; but 
abundantly warranted, and even required, by the ho- 
nours and titles given it by God himſelf. Accordingly 


ve find it ſtiled * The tent which God had pitched among 


men, his ſanctuary, bis dwelling, his courts and palace, 
his holy mountain, the high and holy place inhabited by 
the High and Holy One, his preſence, the place which he 


had choſen out of all the earth to ſet his name there. 


Add to this, that the apoſtle under the New Teſtament 
declares it to have been the + figure of the heavens, and 
of that glorious ſeat not made with hands, where the 


_ glorious majeſty of God more peculiarly reſides. All 
which was ſhadowed by the ark of the covenant, by the 


mercy-ſeat, by the Cherubim and glory. Nay, and 


(which is the laſt and higheſt pre- eminence due to it) 


this was alſo the type of God united to man, in the 


perſon of our bleſſed Saviour; and ſo dwelling within 
5 the 


* Pſal. Ixxviii. 60.69. Plal. Ix>xiv, 1— 10. Iſa. lvi. 5. 
Ivii. 15. 2 Chron. xx. 9. Deut. xvi. 16. + Heb. ix. 


* \ 
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the weil, that is, (as the inſpired author to the Hebrews 5 


ie it,) the fleſh of Chriſt's human body, Heb. x. 
Many more arguments might be brought to prove 

oe juſtly the Jewiſh temple was named God's houſe, 
and the houſe of prayer; but thele I hope, may ſuffice. 
Now, whether the ſame appellations do not proper- 
ly belong to thoſe places alſo, which are ſet apart and 
now uſed by Chriſtians, for their public worthip of 
Almighty God, is, I humbly think, a point that admits 
of no doubt, but with thoſe that are ſmitren with the 
faſhionable ſcepticiſm. For, that theſe alſo are houſes 


of prayer, is evident from the original deſign and con- 


ſtant uſe of them. Beſides, ſhall it be ſaid, that the 
patriarchal diſpenſation and rhe Jewiſh church, both 
which repreſented only a Saviour for to come, had their 
HOLY GROUNDS and HOLY PLACES, and that the 


Chriſtian church, which repreſents that inconceivable. 


bleſſing of a Saviour already come, a diſpenſation as far 
preferable to the former ones as the ſubſtance is to the 
ſhadow, ſhould not likewiſe, or the rather, have her 
HOLY GROUNDS and HOLY PLACES ? The reaſoning 
here is plain and obvious, and needs no illuſtration. 
Mean time, I deſire not to be miſtaken. I attribute to 
theſe places no holineſs inherent and eſſential, but ſuch 
as is relative only; and due for the ſake of their Owner 
and Inhabitant; and which was the holineſs always meant 
in this reſpect. And therefore, allow me to lay it, all 
aſperſions and revilings, that charge ſuch regard with 
idolatry or ſuperſtition, proceed either from great ig- 


norance, or great perverſeneſs. 
If any think fic to infer from all this the decency and 


uſefulneſs of dedicating or conſecrating, call it what they 


will, of churches and chapels, church-yards aud other 
burying-grounds, I will not diſpute the matter with them, 
as I have been ſeveral years of the mind, that fome 
ſuch thing is wanting among us, as a deed of alzenation 


or ſeparation of ſuch places, when newly crected, * 
F 


3s, 

all uſes of civil life, and from all pollutions eſpecially ; 
as alſo, in conſequence of this, another deed of appro- 
priation to the fervice of God and the interment of the 
dead, But how all this is to be performed according to 
decency and order, as the apoſtle exhorts, 1 Cor. xiv, 
40. let others determine; tho' I humbly think, in gene- 
ral, it might be done by the word of God, and by prayer. 
This ſolemnity, I know, hath been by ſome thought 
unneceſſary, upon the ſuggeſtions, that the very aſfem- 
bling of people together. for- public buſineſs, renders 
the place in which they aſfemble public: And, if thoſe 
aſſemblies be upon religious accounts, this is preſumed 
to make the place Holy too. But each of theſe, me- 
thinks, is a miſtake. For it is not the matter tranſacted 
in it, but the right and title to it, that makes any place 
public or private. To illaſtrate this with an inftance in 
common life. It a corporation ſhall meet, and diſpatch 
any affairs, relating to that ſociety, in their chief ma- 
giſtrate's dwelling-houfe, this does not make his houſe 
their common-hall; But the difference ſtill remains in 
point of property; of the one to a private owner, of 
the other to the whole body. Now, that which makes 
any thing public, is giving the public a title to it; and 
that which denominates things of this nature Holy, is 
ſeparating them from vulgar, and appropriating them 
to ſacred, ufes. The mere ſerving one's ſelf of ſuch 
things in the miniſtration of holy offices is not ſufficient, 
except it be alſo ſurrendered up to God; ourſelves di- 
veſted of all perſonal right, and he put into full poſſeſ- 
ſion. Wben this is done, to alienate or take it back, is 
highly faulty, and may become a conſuming moth in 
the wealthieſt poſſeſſions: But till then, the houſe is no 
more God's, than our cloſets where we ſay our prayers, 
or our dining-rooms, or chambers, where we may 
chance to have children chriſtened. So reaſonable, not 
to ſay neceſſary, it is, that the houſes built and intended 
for the /ervic« of God, and grounds deſigned for burying 
8 : places, 
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aces, ſhould have an end thus put to all private claims 
and pretenſions what ſoever. One may read, 1 Kings viii. 
what ſignal teſtimonies of God's approbation the dedica- 
tion of Solomon's temple was honoured and blefſed with. 
Which dedication was no part of the ceremonial law; it 
was an act of religious duty; and therefore, an example 

worthy of imitation in all future generations. 
Thus, according to that well known ſaying of Horace, 


Nullius addictus furare in verba magiſtri, 

Duo me cunque rapit tempeſtas deſeror hoſpes. 

« Sworn to no maſter's arbitrary ſway, 

* I range where'er occaſion points the way.” 


Inflaved to the opinions of no man, of no party, I 
have delivered my mind freely, without reſerve, though 
with pain and uneaſineſs; for I have remarked ſeveral 
things, and, perhaps, may ſtill point out more, with a 
moſt unwilling eye and a trembling hand, reſolved to 
purſue candour, even with an aching heart, when the 


purſuit of it may tend to the information and good of 


my countrymen ; for whoſe fake it is that I have put 
pen to paper, deſiring no thanks, expecting no reward, 
but hoping for their hearty concurring endeavours in a 
common cauſe ; and, for this end, addreſſing myſelf, not 
to this or the other corner of my country, but to all 
Scotland in general. Awed not by the great, nor 
dazzled by the rich, I deſire to live unnoticed, to enjoy 
my beloved retirement, and lie ſnug in obſcurity, If I 
can be ſo happy as to awaken my countrymen out of 
their preſent lethargy, and to rouſe them to a due at- 
tention to guard the du/? of their anceſlors with vigi- 
lance and care, I have my aim.---Shall Scotſmen tamely 
look on, and be cool ſpectators in ſeeing any one wan- 
tonly to diſturb the afhes, and, to lay open the graves, 
of their forefathers to every kind of abuſe and pollution? 
No; let it never be faid.---Tell it nos in Gath, publiſh 
(x 2 i# 
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it mot in the ſtreets of Ajhkelen : leſt the daughtersof t the 
Philiſtines rejoice, eſt the daughters of the uncircumciſed 


triumph, 2 Sam. i. 20. For we have our Philiſtines 


among us, men of widening and difi>iute principles, 


Libertines and Infidels, who give in to the old hereſy of 


Sadduceiſm, which emboldeus them to ſup, that there is 
no reſurre&ion, netther angel nor ſpirit, Acts xxill. 8.---- 
There are ſome, who pamper the body with ſuch. a 
ſtudied care and anxiety, that ove is almoſt tempted to 
think, that they look upon their dear body as immor- 
tal; and yet, from their conduct to the dead bodies of 
others, it is plain, they value their own body, when 
dead, juſt as a man of arms values the old heath of a 
bayonet, or the old ſcabbard of a froord. Let us not, 
my dear countrymen, be amongſt the number of theſe; 
but let us withdraw from all ſuch, and with a becoming 
zeal withitand their impious attempts in levelling 4, 
and #:r#-yards, and other burying-grounds, For ought 
I know, at preſent, I walk fingle and alone in this un- 
trodden path ; but I hope, upon this repreſentation to 
the public, to have numbers to join iſſue with me in ſo 
laudable an oppoſition to this growing evil.---We are 
commanded, by one of the oldeſt and moſt ſacred laws 


in the world, to honour our father and our mother, with 


a promiſe annexed, Let us not vainly imagine, that 
this ſtrictly enjoined honour ceaſes with the lives of our 
parents, No; far from it. Where is the man, who 
inures bimſelf to any degree of wiſe thinking, that needs 
to be told, that a ſhare of that honour, and a very large 
one too, muſt follow, and deſcend with, our parents in- 
to the grave? The voice of nature, properly inſtructed, 

will tell us, That we ought to honour their memories, 


and revere their du/?, as it is to be raiſed at laſt i * 
tible, immortal, gloricus.—-For, | 


Inſp men ſay, the memory of the uſt 
. Syull live and bliffum in the mon!Pring duſt, 


Plal. cxii. 6. Prov. x. 7. 


5 6 1 


5 do declare once for all, that, rather than ſee any 
one diſturb the aſhes of my parents, or pollute the graves 
of my anceſtors, | would chearfully ſpend to the laſt far- 
thing, even to the very ſhirt on my back; and I hope, 
others will be found to ſay and do the ſame. Of late 
we have heard much of the patriotic ſpirit. This may 
be diſplayed without ſhining with Ciceronian eloquence 
in the auguſt aſſembly of the nation, in the cabinet- 
council, at the bar, or with ardour, and conduct in the 
field. I beg leave to think, that one /pecres of it may 
be evidenced in watching over the patriotic aſhes of our 
forefathers againſt all inſult and abuſe, If there be 
apy impropriety in this epithet, let it reſt at my door. 


Mean time, I hope, it will be allowed, that many of 
our anceſtors were diſtinguiſhed, in all the ſcenes of 


life, by as much, at leaſt, of the patriotic ſpirit, as any 
of latter mes; where then can be the impropriety ro 
call their remains patriotic? let critics ſay what they pleaſe. 
| You fee, my dear countrymen, We have the ſenti- 
ments of all pcople and nations wharſoever on our ſide, 
and likewiſe the laws of our country to ſupport us in ſo 
juſt and laudable a cauſe. Let not then height of ſta- 
tion, fulneſs of pocket, or big and ſwelling words, de- 
ter us from doing our duty, 2 the injured memo- 
ries, and the violated aſhes, of our forefathers, at any 
time, call loudly upon us from their graves for defence 
and protection: But let us exert our utmoſt endeavours, 
with might and main, as far as law and juſtice- will di- 
rect, to "ave them reſt quietly in their beds of duſt, 
according to the laws of God and man, and even the 
dictates of heart-feeling nature, till the laſt trumpet 
rend the heavens, and awaken them out of their fleep of 
death. Let the pooreſt among us give in their mite in 
ſo natural a plea, which is as acceptable in the ſight of 
Aimighty God, as the great treaſures of the rich; and 
let us unweariedly perſevere in carrying it on to the 
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laſt reſort, to the laſt glimpſe of hope, and fear not, 
but God will crown our pious endeavours with ſucceſs. 

For your encouragement, be it remarked, to the high 
commendation and immortal honour of the then magi- 
ſtrates of Edinburgh, that, about twenty- ſix years ago, 
they had one John Samuel, a gardener in the Potterow, 
brought before them, and tried, upon taking a dead 
body out of its grave for filthy lucrg s ſake. They ſen- 
tenced him to be whipped thro” the city by the common 
executioner, and to be baniſhed forth of Scotland for 
life. And the wretch accordingly received his condign 
puniſhment. I remember well to haye read this in the 
news-papers, very much to my pleaſure; but I cannot 
recollect the particular period of time when it happen- 
ed. However, I can, with confidence, appeal to the 
records of Edinburgh for the truth of the fact. Be- 
ſides, this muſt be freſh in the memories of many that 
live in and about Edinburgh, Much about the ſame 
time, other offenders of the ſame kidney were diſcover- 
ed, and were to have been ſeryed in the ſame manner 
wich their brother in iniquity, by the magiſtrates of E- 
dinburgh; but the wretches, getting notice of what was 
intended againſt them, made a ſpeedy flight, and ſo e- 
ſcaped the due reward of their 3 85 and avaricious 
deeds. 

Let us now turn our eyes to our ſiſter country of 
England, and ſee what is done there with reſpect to 
theſe robbers of graves. Any one that looks into the 
news-papers from London, may ſee numbers of inſtances 
of this kind; for ſcarce a week paſſes without one, if not 

more. Take then the two following as moſt recent. 
Whitehall evening poſt, Tueſday, May 20. 1766. 
Friday laſt, May 16. John Robbins and John Simms, 
« an old offender, were tried at Hickſhall for an attempt 
. to ſteal dead bodies out of the church. yard of St. George 
« in the caff, and ſentenced to be publicly whipped.” 


* Whitehall evening poſt, Thurſday, * 22. 1766. 
4 Leſ- 


# Yefterday William Holt, an old offender, was cots. +» 
© mitted to Clerkenwell-Bridewell for ſtealing dead bo- 
dies. He was an accomplice with Simms and Rob- 
« bins, who were tried lately at Hickſhall.” 
We ſee here, that Robbins and Simms were ſentenced - 
merely for an attempt, without haviag done the deed— 
But what are all theſe, puny and low indeed, in com- 
pariſon of ſuch 61G6ANTIC OFFENDERS, Who, with 2 
high hand, pull down iris and chapels, levelling them 
with the ground, and diſturb the aſhes and defile the | 
graves, of hundreds and thouſands? for it is certain, that \ 
there is not an ancient #ir4 and &ir4-yard in all Scotland, 
in which thouſands of bodies have not been buried long 
before this time. Let ſuch beware leſt heteby they lay 
a ſlippery foundation for their families, though, per- 
haps, their inward thought is, that their houſes ſhall | 
continue for ever, and their dwelling places to all gener a- | 
tions, they call their lands after their own names; Pal. 
xlix, 11, For vain | in the margin, empty or hollow] * — | 
man would be wiſe, though man be born like a wild aſſes | 
colt; Job xi. 12. 5 | 
It is a certain indiſputable fact, well known to every 
one verſant in hiſtory, that all the old #:r4s and chapels, 
all the old &:r4-yards and other burying grounds, through- 
out Scotland, were dedicated or conſecrated, let us in our 
enlightned days, laugh at this as we pleaſe. And; in 
my humble opinion, we owe ſo much to our worthy an- 
eeſtors and pious forefathers, as to ſtand in awe and fear, 
how we dare to alineate to civil and profane, what they 
appropriated to pious, uſes at ſo great an expence, 
and with ſo aweful a folemnity, even an oath to A. 
mighty God; not to inſiſt upon the anathemati/m uſual 
in ſuch caſes, no leſs than pronouncing a curſe upon any 
of their poſterity, or any others in future times, that 
ſhould perpetrate ſuch ſcandalous and impious deeds!--- 
Theſe thoughts make me to ſhudder ! whatever they 
may 
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may may do to others, embolden'd'by phitolopby, and as 0 
Ik infidelity, And, ſurey, 

My dear country men, we owe as great, if" not great- 
er, regard, for the oaths of our patriotic forefathers, 
whoſe fleſh and blood we are, as Pharaoh, an Heathen 
king, entertained for the religion of an oath in- Joſeph, 
a ſtranger in his dominions. I beg, ye, will look back 
to this inſtance as already quoted, page 10. meditate upon 


it, and ponder it in your hearts. - Allow me to lay be- 


fore you three ſhort leſſons in the conduct of lie and 
I heartily wiſh, they were written on. every heart in 
indelible characters. Frax Gob MORE THAN MAN; 
NEVER DO. 1. I THAT GOOD MAY. CoME or ir; 
and, - -Do To OTHERS, AS YE. WOULD WIsH TO BE 
DONE TO YOURSELVES. 

May God dire& us all- to that 82 is beſt, and diſ- 
poſe us to think as we ought to think, and then to act 
accordingly ; ; for actions are always the only belt 1 inter- 

reters of thoughts and words. 

4 Jpeak as 10 wiſe wen. Judge ye what 1 . 1 Cor. x. 15. 


have, vale. Si quid noviſi rectius iflis, 
Candidus i imperti: ft non, his were mecum. 


RA ER, 
Farewell: if more fins thoughts are : thine, 
Franky impart them, or make uſe of mine. 
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